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To His GRACE the 


Duke of Newcastle, 

Firfl Lord Commiflioner of His 
MAJESTY’S Treasury, 

Knight of the Moft Noble Order of die 
GARTER, &c. &c. 

My Lord, 

T H E Events, which are the Subjeft of thefe Me¬ 
moirs, had their Rife in North America, when' 
your Grace’s particular Department, as one of his Ma- 
jefty’s Principal Secretaries of State, put the Affairs of 
that Continent under your Grace’s more immediate Di- 
reftion : And thofe, who are acquainted with the firft 
Springs and Movements, which fet thefe Expeditions on 
foot, and with the Char after of the Perfon in America, 
who was chiefly inflrumental in condufting them there, 
muft be fenfible, that the Succefs was wholly owing to 
the Influence of your Grace’s Adminiftration,and ought 
therefore to be reckoned among the other happy Effefts 
of it. 

Thefe, my Lord, together with the Ambition, which 
the Author has of making his public Acknowledgments 
to your Grace for perfonal Obligations, are theMotives, 
which have induced him to take the Liberty of addref- 
fing the following Sheets to your Grace ; and encour¬ 
age him to hope, that they will be honoured with your 
Grace’s Proteftion. 

I am fenfible, my Lord, that the Succefs of the laft 
War in North America was not equal to the great Idea 

formed 
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formed in your Grace’s Mind at that time for the Ser¬ 
vice of your King and Country. 

Had your Grace’s Plan tranfmitted to New England 
in 1746 for the Redu&ion of Canada been carried into 
Execution that Year, as it wouid have been, if it had 
not been frudrated by unforefeen, inevitable Accidents 
in Europe, which it was not in the Power of Hu¬ 
man Policy to provide ; that would have cro'- ned the 
War with the molt important Conqued to the Intereds 
of Great Britain, that was ever made upon the Conti¬ 
nent of America . 

But, my Lord, fhort as the Events of the War fell of 
your Grace’s Scheme ; yet the Confequences were, not 
only the Prefervation of Great Britain's mod eflential 
Territory in North America for fecuring to her the 
Pofleflion of all her other Colonies there (at a time 
when the Enemy had reduced it to fuch Extremities, 
that its Fate feemed to depend upon as (lender aThread, 
as it could poffibly do ; but an Acquifition to his Ma- 
jefty’s Dominions, which, in all Appearance, accelerated 
the Extin&ion of a mod expenfive War to Great Bri¬ 
tain, and laid the Foundation for redoring at that time 
the public Tranquility of Eurote. 

May your Grace’s unwearied Counfels for the Na¬ 
tion’s Welfare be conftantly attended with Succefs, e- 
qual to the Patriot Views, with which they are formed; 
and your King and Country long reap the falutary 
Fruits of them. 

I have the Honour to be with the higheft Refped, 
My Lord, 

Your Grace’s 
mod obliged, and 


mod devoted Servant* 















MEMOIRS 


OF THE 




Principal Tranfa&ions of the Laft JVar 
between the Englijh and French in 
Nor th-America. 




two firft Objefts of the War in 
^ Njrth-America were Nova-Scotia of 
* 



foon after the Declaration of War in Eu¬ 
rope, made three Attempts ; in the firft 


of which they furprized the Illand of Canfo, burnt its 
Forts and other Buildings, deftroyed the Fifhery there, 
and carried the Garrifon Prifoners to Louisbourg ; and 
in the two laft reduced Annapolis-Royal, the principal 
Fort and ancient Metropolis of the Province, to great 
Extremities : In the Year following the Colonies of 
New-England profecuted an Expedition againft Cape 
| Breton; in “tvhich they took it, and brought the Inha¬ 
bitants of the Bland of St. John's, fituate in the Gulf 
1 of St. Lawrence, to make their Submiflion upon the 
| f^ me Terms with thofe granted to Louisbourg, and to 
' give Hoftages for delivering Pofleftion of the Ifland to 
| the Englijh. 
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As an Account of the Importance of the two firft- 
mentioned Places to both Nations will throw Light up¬ 
on the feveral Operations and Incidents of the War, it 
will be proper here briefly to ftate it. 

Nova-Scotia is the Key of the Eaftern Colonies up¬ 
on the Continent of North-America ; it has about nine¬ 
ty Leagues of Sea-Coalt upon the Atlantic Ocean ex¬ 
tending from Cape Canfo Eaftward, which lies at the 
Entrance into the Gut or Streights of that Name (thro’ 
which there is a Paflage into theGulf of St. Lawrence ) 
to Cape Sables Weftward, which forms one Point of 
the Entrance into the Bay of Funda : This Coalt a- 
bounds with moft commodious Harbours for capital 
Ships of War, andBanks of the belt Cod-Filh inNortb- 
America ; and is very advantagcoufly fituated for com¬ 
manding the Navigation of that Part of the Ocean : Its 
Eaftern Side forms Part of the Gulf of St. Lawrence, 
along which it lies extended about 11 o Leagues from 
the Gut of Canfo, at it’s Entrance into the Gulf, to 
Cape Rozier, which forms the South Point of theMouth 
of the River St. Lawrence, through which the whole 
Country of Canada reccivs all its Supplies and Supports 
from France: ThisCoall alfo has feveral good Fifheries 
and Harbours, particularly the Bay of Gafpe, Bay des 
Chaleurs, and Bay Verte, the latter whereof is fepara¬ 
ted by a narrow Ifthmus, about 18 Miles long, from 
the Bay of Funda, which is about 50 Leagues deep,and 
comprehended within the Province : In this Bay are the 
three Bafons of Annapolis, Minas or Les Mines, and 
Chiegnedo ; the Coafts whereof and Banks of the adja-. 
cent Rivers abound with Salt Marfhcs, which by the 
Force of a rich Soil, conftantly recruited with marine 
Salts, and fo, not to be impoverilhed by conftant Til¬ 
lage, produce large Crops of Englijh Grain, with little 
Labour to the Husbandman ; and among other Rivers, 
which fall into it, lies that of St. John's through which 
the City of Quebec has a Communication with the Bay, 
and acrofsthe Head of that, 'through the Gulf of St. 

Lawrence, 
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Lawrence, with Louisbourg : The North Side of the 
Province is bounded by the Southern Bank of theRiver 
St. Lawrence, along which it is extended from Cape 
Rozier to Le Bik, about 80 Leagues ; and theWeftcrn 
Side by the River Pentagoet or Penobfcot, which fepa- 
rates it from New-England : Its inland Parts afford a 
Plenty of Pafturagc, with all Kinds of Roots, produces 
good Oak Timber for Ship Building, and white Pine 
Marts, and has a large Store of Mines in the Diftrift of 
Minas or Les Mines, which derives its Name from 
them. 7 ' 

Thus fituated, itds evident, that Nova-Scotia, when 
in the Hands of the Englijb muft be a Barrier to the 
Britijb Colonies in North-America ; and the Command 
it gives them of the Navigation of theGulf of St. Law¬ 
rence and Bay of Furida, puts it into their Power to cut 
off the Communication between France and Canada, 
through the River of St. Lawrence, which empties it- 
felf into the former, and St. John's that falls into the 
latter ; which leaves the French no Entrance into it, 
except by the Mijftfippi ; the Pallage through which,the 
River Ohio and the great Lakes and Rivers beyond it, 
■toMontrealjs a moft difficult Navigation of 2000 Miles, 
for the greateft Part againft the Stream, and incumber’d 
with Falls, fo that it is impracticable for France to give 
her Colonies in Canada an effc&ual Support through 
this-Route ; and confequently in fuch Cafe fhe muft 
hold them at the Will of Great Britain. 

On the other hand, whilft Nova Scotia is in the Pof- 
feiTion of the French, it puts it into their Power, by the 
Command it gives them of the Navigation to and from 
the Britijb NorthernColonies,particularly thofe of New 
England, to harrafs and diftrefs them exceedingly ; and 
by its near Situation to the Eaftcrn Parts of the Maf- 
fachufetts Bay, and the Province of New Hampjbire, to 
deprive Great Britain of the Naval Stores, which are 
now drawn from ihp King’s Woods there for mafting the 
Royal Navy : And whereas the cold Climate and un¬ 
fruitful 
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fruitful Soil of Canada m&CzycBreton yield only a bare 
Suftenance for their prefent Inhabitants, and make thofe 
Colonies incapable of fupporting a large Number of 
Troops ; in which Circumftance confifts very much the 
Security of the£nfr/;Colonies againft thelncroachments 
of France; i£ France was augmented with the Province 
J tMova. Scotia, which is fertile of every Species of 
Jrovifions, fhe would then be able to maintain in North 
«America a numerous (landing Army. 

The New England Colonies, in every Period of this 
Province s Subje&ion to the French, continually felt 
ttoft pernicious Effects from it, in Depredations upon 
their Trade, and Incurfions into their Territories; fo 
that m 165-4 Oliver Cromwell, fbr their Protection,’was 
obliged tp feize on all its Forts and difpoflefs the French 
of the whole Country : After the Reftitution of it to 
them by the Treaty of Breda, New England again ex- 
oerienced the fame mifchievousConfequences from their 
xbfleffion of it, which always threatned Deftru&ion to 
her Colonies : And not to mention the inrermediateEx- 
peditions form’d againft it from thofe Governments,and 
the alternate Change of PolTeffion, it has undergone • 
when France was funk to its loweft Ebb of Power in 
Europe, by a long Series ofadverfe Campaigns, during 
Queens’s Reign,yet even then theNew-EwlandGo. 
yernments were fo diftrefted by this Province’s remain, 
a* m to Hands of rbe French (though the Number 
jj ltS i , ,tantS ^ not excee ^ 4000), that they twice 
addreffed the Crown in the ftrongeft Terms to fit out 
an Armament from England for the Re-conqueft of it • 
m confluence of which an Expedition was formed a- 
gainft it under the Command of General Nicholfon, 
who took it : And the Negociations at the Treaty of 
Utrecht b y which ir was ceded to Great-Britain, will 
Jhew with what extreme Reluftance France made the 
Gethon ; and that nothing but the feeble State, fine was 
then in, could have reduced her to fubmit to it. 


By 
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By theCetfion of thisProvince, and Placentia in New. 
foundland, to the Englifh, the French were left without 
any Harbour, or Sea Coaft in that Part of the Atlantic 
Ocean ; in Confederation of which the Illand of Cape 
Breton, which lay within the ancient Limits of Nova 
Scotia or Acadie, but was excepted by tire Treaty of 
Utretcht out of the Ceflion, was yielded to France. 

This Illand, or rather Colleftion of Blands, called by 
the French Les Iftes de Madame, which lie lb con¬ 
tiguous, that they are commonly fuppofed to be but one, 
and comprehended under theName of the Illand of Cape 
Breton, or Vlfle Roy ale, has a Sea Coaft upon the At¬ 
lantic Ocean extending from the Gut of Canfo, the 
Eaftern Boundary of Nova Scotia, about 34 League 
E. N. E. to theEntrance into thcGulf of St. Lawrence, 
between the Eaftermoft Part of the Illand, and the Weft 
of Newfoundland, from which it is about 17 > Leagues 
diftant : Its Weltern Side forms Part of the Gulf; and 
the Importance of it to the French may be eftimated 
from the Advantages which they have reaped from it 
lince it has been in their PoftelEon. 

Altho’ the Harbour of Louisbourg is not a very good 
one for Shipping, and the Illand is barren ; and but a 
Imall Number of Ships fiih there, in Comparifon of 
thofe which are employed in the French Filheries on 
the Banks of Newfoundland,^ Gulf of St. Lawrence, 
and the neighbouring Shores, Bays, Harbours, &’e. yet 
the Situation of it is fuch, that all their filhing Veflels 
can repair thither on any Danger or Emergency ; efpe- 
cially thofe which filh in the Gulf, on the Main, or at 
the Northweft of Newfoundland, none of which are a- 
bove one or two Days Sail, at moll, from Louisbourg • 
as may alfo thofe Veflels which load with Mud-Filh oi 
the Banks; fo that this Illand is the Center andProtetti- 
on of their whole Filhery : And of what Value that has 
been to them will appear by the following Computation 
taken of it from Perfons intimately acquainted with eve¬ 
ry Branch of it, according to the State, in which it was 
carried on, this Year before the War. Ac- 
















According to this Computation the Quantity of their 
Fifh caught that Year was 1,149,000 Quintals of dry 
Fifh, and 3,900,000 Mud-Filh ; the Value of both 
which, including 3,11 61- Ton of Train Oil drawn from 
the Blubber, amounts to 926,577/. I os. according to 
the* prime Coft of the Fifh at Newfoundland ; and with 
the Addition of its Freight to the feveral Markets,where 
it is fold,makes 949,192 /. ior. Sterling ; and, if to this 
is added the Confumption, which is made of their coarfe 
"Woollens by the Men employed in the Fifhery,reckon¬ 
ing for each a Blanket, Watch Coat, Rug, Pea-Jacket, 
&c. in the Whole 3 os. per Man,as alfo theBrandy they 
confume,together with the Canvas,Cordage,Nets,Hooks, 
Grapplins, Anchors, &c. that the Ships and Shallops of 
this Fifhery muff expend at Sea and on Shore, the Va¬ 
lue of it will amount at leaf!; to one Million Sterling per 
Annum, at which it is generally computed. 

But in order to form'a juft Eftimate of the Value of 
this Branch of Trade to the French, the Confideration 
of its beneficial Confequences fhould be taken in ; thefe 
confift principally in the following Articles : 

1 ft. The Train Oil produced by it is neceflary to the 
French in their Woolen Manufactory ; in which they 
have already rival’d us with too muchSuccefs ; and their 
Sugar Colonies abroad, which cannot do without it, are 
fupplied with it from France out of this Fifhery. 

2dly, TheTrade, it opens for them into the Mediter¬ 
ranean, and all the Roman Catholick States, where they 
carry their Filh to Market, and by theMeans of it force 
a Vent for other French Manufactures; which has been 
found fo beneficial to their commercial Intereft, that they 
have been indefatigable in the Cultivation of it, fparing 
no Pains nor Coft, and ufing everyArt to monopolize it; 
for which Purpofe, from the Beginning they have ufed 
their utmoft Endeavours in time of War between the two 
Nations, to procure a Neutrality in North America, fo 
far as relates to the Fifhery there ; that they might even 
then carry it on,and profecute theirVoyages unmolefted. 

3dly, The 
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3dly, The great Increafe of thqir Navigation and 
Seamen arifing from this Filhery; in which 564 Ships, 
befidcs Shallops, and 27,5-00 Seamen are employed; 
Circumftances, cfpecially the latter, which confidered 
with regard to their maritime Force, are of themfelves 
as valuable to France as the Revenue of the Filhery it- 
felf : Well therefore might Pere Charlevoix in hisHif- 
tory of New-France obferve, “ That this Filhery was 
“ a more valuableSource of Wealth andPowerto France , 
“ than even the Mines of Peru or Mexico would be.’* 

And this greatBranch of Trade may be faid to depend 
upon their Pofleflion of the Ifland of Cape Breton, as it 
is impoflible for them to carry it on without fome con¬ 
venient Harbour of Strength to fupply and proteft it; 
and Louis bourgh is the only one, they have in this Part 
of the Atlantic Ocean. 

Befides the Filhery, there are likewife other Advan¬ 
tages which arile to the French from their Pofleflion of 
this Ifland ; France has not one Sea Port for the Relief 
and Shelter of her trading Ships either to, or from the 
Eajl or IV<:fl Indies open to them any where in North 
America, to the Northward of the River MiJJifippi, ex¬ 
cept Louisbourg ; and of confequence, that wholeTrade 
would be expos’d to the JEngliJb Privateers from the 
Northern Colonies in time of War, without any Place 
to retreat to ; and in time of Peace,they would be with¬ 
out any Sea Port, they can call their own, or lay any 
Pretenfions to in tholcScas ; bntLouisbourg ferves them 
as an Harbour for their Ships employed in^hisTrade to 
refort to for Wood and Water, to clean or repair, for 
Convoy from thence to Old France, and on occalion of 
any Diftrefs ; as it likewife does to their Veflels to and 
from Canada, by having the Cover and Command of 
great Part of the Gulf of St.Lazvrence ; without which 
Proteftion and Retreat their Trade from thence, and 
even the Country itfelf,would not be worth theExpence, 
which France is at for the Maintenance of them. 


To 
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To all this muft be added, that the Pofleflion of this 
Ifland puts it into their Power to annoy the Trade cf 
the Btitijh NorthernColonies in time of War with their 
Privateers from this Harbour, to fo great a Degree, that 
it has ever been called by the Englijh , th tThinquerquc 
ef North-America. 3 

From the foregoing Enumeration of the Advantages 
accruing to the French from their PofTefTion of thii 
Ifland, it is obvious of what Importance the Pofleflion 
of it would be to the Englijh.— The Englijh, when the 
French are mtirely excluded from the Cod Fifhcry ; 
which they muft be, when they lofe Cape Breton, and' 
are not allowed any Privilege at Newfoundland, would 
have the whole Benefit of it to themfelves ; in which 
Cafe all the Roman Catholic States muft then depend on 
the Englijh folely for their Baccalio ; which, betides 
the Profits arifing immediately from it, would give them 
almoft the whole Trade of the Mediterranean, with an 
Increafe of 2 7,oooSeamen for the Royal Navy,and put 
it abfolutely in theirPower to cut offall Communication 
between France and Canada, except through the Mijfi- 
//>/>* (as is before obferved)and thereby not only render 
Canada of little or no Utility to the French, but de¬ 
prive it of all effectual Support from France, againft any 
Attempts of the Englijh for the Reduction of it. 

From the State of thefe two Colonies it is clear,what 
the Difference would have been to Great Britain in the 
Courfe of this War,if inftead of the Prefervation of No¬ 
va Scotia and Redu&ion of Cape Breton, Jhe had loft 
the former to the French, and they had kept PofTefTion 
of the latter : In that Caf e,France by gaining tire prin¬ 
cipal Key of the Northern Colonies, expending her Sea 
Coaft 90 Leagues further upon the Atlantic, and aug¬ 
menting her Territories in Canada, and the Ifland of 
Cape Breton with fo large a Provifion Country as Nova 
Scotia, lying contiguous to both of them, would have 
had it in her Power to introduce and fupport a Body of 
regular Troops there, which in Conjunction with the 

Militia 
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Militia of Canada and the Indians upon the Continent 
(every one of which,the SixNations not excepted,would 
loon then have gone over to their Interefl) would over¬ 
run the Btitijh Colonies already furrounded with aLine 
of French Forts carried on upon the Back of them 
for that Purpofe. 

If ever Great Britain fhould receive fuch a Blow in 
her American Dominions, it would be in vain to hope 
to retrieve it by her fuperior Naval Force ; on the other 
hand, if it is confidered, how much the Strength of the 
French Marine would be thereby increafed, and that 
of the Briiijh diminiihed, little doubt can be made, that 
the prefent Superiority of the Naval Force of Great 
Britain to that of France would furvive theLofs of her 
Colonies but a few Years. 

Upon the Ccffion of Nova Scotia to Great Britain 
at the Treaty of Utrecht, it was garrifoned with nine 
Companies of the late Lieutenant General Philips’sRe- 
giment of 31 privates each, five of which were polled at 
Annapolis Royal and four at Canfo. 

As to the French Inhabitants ( whom for diflin£lion« 
fake I fhall call Acadians) which were found in thePro- 
vince at the Redu£lion of it, they were by the Treaty 
allowed their Option either to retire with their moveable 
EfFe&s to any other Place within a Year, or to remain 
there and be fubjeft to the Kingdom of Great-Britain, 
and to have the free Exercife of the Catholic Religion, 
as far as the Laws of Great-Britain would allow. 

Much the greatefl Part made their Election to remain 
in Nova Scotia, but could not be induced to take the 
Oath of Allegiance, pleading-in Excufe, that if they 
bound themfelvcs ro take up Arms in defence of the 
Englijh Goverment, they fhould be expofed to be made 
a Sacrifice to the Ravages of the Indians in the French 
lnterell : Upon this Plea General Philips, thenGover- 
nor of the Province, permitted them to flay there for 
fome Years without giving this Tell of their Allegiance ; 
but at lcngth,to bring them to comply,he indulged them, 
C (though 
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(though without being authoriz’d, as appears, by the 
Crov^i,) with anExemption from bearingArms upon an) 
Occafion whatever ; they were likewife not only allow- 
ed the public Profeflion of the Romijh Religion,but fuf- 
fered to be fupplied with French Miffionarics from Ca¬ 
nada, who under the Bifhop of Quebec exercifed Rule 
over them in fecular as well as fpiriiual Matters, enfor¬ 
cing an Obedience to their Decifions and Mandates by 
the Infliftion of EccIefiaflicalPenalties ; whijft the only, 
or at leaft principalAft of Government exercifed by the 
Englijh Governor among them feems to have been, the 
Appointment, or rather Allowance from time to time,of 
Deputies chofcn by and among themfelves for their fe- 
Veral Di ft rifts ; and even thofe frequently behaved in 
the Execution of their Office, as if they thought them¬ 
felves fcarcely accountable to the Englijh Government 
for the Exercife of that Authority. 

By this means, though thefe Inhabitants became En- 
glijfj Subjefts by Virtue of the Treaty and theirOath of 
Allegiance ; yet the French Governor in Canada pre¬ 
ferred the chief Influence and Command over them,and 
cultivated in them their former hereditary Attachment to 
the French King ; fo that they continued a diftinftBody 
of French Roman Catholics, exempted by the Englijh 
Government from bearing Arms in Defence of it ; and 
kept by their Priefts fo unmixed with and feparnte from 
the Englijh, that but two Englijh Families could fettle 
among them, tho’ feveral had attempted it ; the Confe- 
quence of all which was,that the Increafeof thefe ~ 4 ca- 
dians, inftead of flrengthening the King’s Government, 
as they naturally ought to have done, became dangerous 
to it; and by remaining in the Province were of much 
greater Service to France, than if they had removed into 
the French Goverment immediately after the Treaty of 
Utrecht, as .they were a growing Stock m Nova-Scotia 
for fettling it with French Inhabitants,even whilft it was 
in the Hands of th eEngliJh ; and at the fame time con¬ 
tributed to the Growth of Cape Breton by fupplying it 

with 
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with Provifions; whereas by removing intoCana^,they 
would have been rather burdenfome to it by occafiofiing 
(for fome Years at leaft) a Scarcity of Provifions among 
the Inhabitants there. 

In the mean time thellland of Cape Breton, which 
it appears from the Negotiations of the Treaty of U- 
trecht, France had it much at Heart to obtain the e:;- 
clufive Pofleflion of, was immediately begun to be forti¬ 
fied and fettled with French Inhabitants, in doing which 
no Cofts or Pains was {pared : A newColony was fet on 
foot to confilt of Fifhermen only with fuitable Encou¬ 
ragement ; the Town of Louisbourg was built and gar- 
rifoned : the Harbour made at an immenfe Charge al- 
moft impregnable ; and the Place became fo national an 
Object, that it was valued by France equal to any cn£ 
other of her Colonies ; and the Fifhery fiourifhed fo 
faft, that they could foon afford to underfell xheEngliJb 
at foreign Markets : for the Prote&ion of this Trade, 
Ships of War were annually fent from France, to vifit 
and fupply the Settlers and Fifhery with what they 
wanted, and had Orders not only to protect and defend 
the Sea Coafts of this Ifland and the Gulf of St. Law- 
rence, and their Yeflels upon the Banks of NewfounJ- 
land, See. from Infults, but to keep up their Pretenfions 
to the fcveralBanks either within or without their Line, 
and make to themfelves a Privilege of Fifhing where 
they pleafed, by force of Cuftom : And fo early were 
thefe Encroachments on the Englijh at Canfo^nA upon 
the fifhing Banks along the Sea Coafl: of Nova-Scotia 
(from vA\\d\ France was wholly excluded by an exprefs 
Article in the Treaty of Utrecht) that it'was found ne- 
cefiary to have one of the King’s Ships fent every Year 
from England, and ftation’d zt Canfo to guard agaitl l 
them : And to fuch a Pitch had the French advanced 
the Trade, Shipping and Settlements of this Ifland by 
the Year 1744, that upon the breaking out of the War, 
Mr. ‘Duquefnel then Governor of the Colony, within 
threeDays after theDeclaration of it arrived froaiFrotur, 

fitted 
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fitted out an Armament under thcCommnnd of Mr BDu- 
vivier from Louisbourg (being favoured therein by the 
cafual Abfcnccof the Canfo Station Ship, omitted to be 
fent that Year, as was likewife the ufual Station Ship to 
Bojlon) which entering the Harbour of Canfo about 20 
Leagues aidant by Night, furprized the Fort, burnt it 
with the other Buildings there, deftroyed the Filhery 
(as is before observed) and carried the Garrifon, which 
confided of about 80 private Men fit for Duty, to Lou- 
is Lourg ; where, by theTerms of theirCapitulation they 
were to remain Prifoners of War for one Year from the 
24th of May 1744, at the End of which they were to 
be fent by the french Governor, either to Annapolis 
Royal or to Hew-England. 

Among the Artifices praCtifed by the French of Can¬ 
ada, for paving their Way to regain the PofTeffion of 
Nova-Scotia, and feize the firft Opportunity for that 
Purpofe ; the following may ferve as a remarkable Sper 
cimen : A fhort Time before the Declaration of War, 
and when the Colonies were in full Expectation of it, 
the French procured the Indians of St. John's River to 
fend a Deputation of their principal Men to the Com¬ 
mander in Chief of Annapolis Royal, on pretence of re¬ 
newing the Covenant of Peace and Amity with his Go¬ 
vernment (which was accordingly done with the ufual 
Indian Formalities) but in reality to lull the Governor 
into a falfe Security with refpeCt to the Indians, and at 
the fame time gain Admittance into the Fort, in order 
to difeover the State of it, and hold themfelves in readi¬ 
ng to attack it, upon the firft Summons ; which they 
did, and together with the other Indians of their River 
compofed Part of the Body, which in veiled the Fort 
under the Command of Le Lsutre. 

The firft Notice, the Englifb had of Canfo *s being 
taken and burnt, was brought to Bofton by a Fifherman, 
who had defcried,as he was filling upon a Bank oppofite 
the llland, a Cloud of Smoke riling from fome Ruins ; 
3 nd at the fame time miffed thcSight of theBlock-houfe 
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and other Buildings there, which ufed to be feen off at 
Sea from the Bank, he was upon ; and this was in a 
Day or two confirmed by another MaJJachufetts Fifh- 
erman, who after being chaced by a French VefTel, went 
on Shore upon the Ifland,where he found all theBuild- 
ings in Ruins, and that the Garrifon, Inhabitants and 
and Cattle were removed off. 

This Intelligence left the Governor and Council of 
the Province of MaJJbchufetts-Bay no room to doubt 
from what Quarter the fudden Blow muft come, and 
that the War, which before was expected to break out 
foon between Great-Britain and France, had been pro¬ 
claimed in Europe. 

For this Succefs Te ‘Deum was fung at Paris, and 
publick Rejoicings made, and a pompous Account of it 
was publifhed in the /><?«<;/oPapers; which, as theCon- 
queft confidered in itfelf appeared but fmall, was impu¬ 
ted to a Vanity of magnifying the flighteft Actions to the 
World ; but France eftimated it from the Importance, 
which the Deftruftion of the Eng/ijh Fifhery, and the 
Reduftion of the whole Province of Nova-Scotia would 
be of to her ; and looked upon her SuccefsagainftCan/o 
as a fure Forerunner of the Reconquert of the one, and 
the utter Deftruftion of the other ; both which they had 
in View to accomplifh and that her Hopes were not 
without Foundation will appear from the State of the 
Province at this Junfture : The whole Defence of it, 
after the Reduftion of Canfo, confided in the Fort of 
Annapolis Royal, the Works of which were of Earth 
reverted with Timber, but fo ruinous in feveral Parts, 
that the Cattle could walk over them into the Fort; and 
the Garrifon had not above 80 Men fit for Service, the 
reft being fuperannuated, or Invalids. 

The following Circumftances increafed the Alarm 
upon this Occafion : A few Months before the Arrival 
or this Account, the * Majfachufetts Governor had re¬ 
ceived Letters from the + Lieutenant Governor and 

Com- 
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Commander in Chief of the Province of Nova Scotia, 
acquainting him, that his Majefty’s Fort at Annapolis 
Royal was in fo defencelefs a Condition, and the Gar¬ 
rison fo weak, that in cafe of a fudden Rupture with 
France, they ftiould, without fpeedy Aifrftance from 
Bofton, be in Danger of falling into the Enemy’sHands: 
It was alfo known that hisMajefty’s Engineer forAWz- 
Scotia had'; in the preceeding Winter received Orders 
from the Board of Ordnance, to build a new Fort of 
Stone at Annapolis Royal ; as foon as the Seafon would 
permit, and that he was preparing to lay the Foundati¬ 
on of it; which would make the Garrifon lefs attentive 
to repair the Works of the old Fort. 

This Account therefore of theMotions of the French 
gave juft Grounds to dread their following the lateBJow, 
they had given Canfo, with an immediate Attempt a- 
gainft the Fort of Annapolis Royal ; the Redu&ion of 
which would have put them into the Pofleffion of the 
whole Country of Nova^Scotia, with about 16,000 
French Inhabitants, who werejuftly fufpe&ed of a Dif- 
pofition to join with them againft the Englijh. 

Wherefore to prevent the Garrifon ^Annapolis Royal 
from being furprized by the Enemy, and to Apprize Mr. 
Mafcarene of the Necellity of repairing the old Fort in 
the beft manner, the ruinous State of its Works, and 
the ihort time he had to do it in, would admit; the 
Governor of the Majfachufetts Bay difpatched an ar¬ 
med Veflel in the Service of the Province, to Annapolis 
Royal, with an Account of the Motions of the French, 
and a Promife to fend the Garrifon a fpeedy Rein¬ 
forcement. 

Upon this Emergency likewife he reprefented to the 
Aflembly the imminent Danger, his Majefty’s Fort at 
Annapolis-Royal, with the whole Province of Nova - 
Scotia, was in; and prefled them to enable him to fend 
it immediate Succours ; whereupon with their ufual 
Readinefs to exert themfelves upon all Occafions for 
his Majefty’s Service and-the common caufe, they gran- 
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ted a Bounty and other Encouragements for four Com¬ 
panies of Volunteers of 60 private Men each to inlift, 
together with three Months Provifions, and the Cofts of 
their Tranfportation ; but as the Charge of maintaining 
the Garrifons of thatProvince appertained to the Crown, 
they left the Pay for the Officers and Men to be pro¬ 
vided for by the Governor; who accordingly proceeded 
to raife them with the utmoft Expedition,upon the Faith 
of his Proclamation : but as the Urgency of the Service 
would not admit of flaying till the whole Complement 
could be raifed, and theFate of the Province was brought 
to a Crifis; as foon as 80 of them could be got ready to 
embark,which was within a fewDays, he fent them under 
Convoy of the Majjachufetts Snow of 16 Carriage Guns 
to Annapolis Royal, where upon their Arrival they found 
the Fort had been inverted eleven Days by a Body of 
about 700 Indians mix’d with a few French Inhabitants 
in Indian Difguife, and the Prieft Le Loatre at their 
Head : ThisEnemy,though without Artillery for making 
regular Breaches, yet as the Works were ruinous and 
a (Tail able almoft on every Side, attacked it without In- 
termiffion,but chiefly in theNight; whereby theGarrifon 
was kept in a continualAlarm in cveryQuarter, and both 
Officers and Men were fo harrafled and worn out by 
conftant Fatigue of Duty and continual Watches, that 
they could not have held out many Days longer : And 
it was perhaps in (ome degree owing to the Barbarity of 
a favage Foe, and the 'Reproach which would have ari- 
fen from the King’s Fort’s being given up, by a Garrifon 
of regular Troops, to an undifeiplined Indian Rout, 
with a Prieft at their Head, together with the daily Ex¬ 
pectation of Succours from Boflon, that they held out in 
Defence of the Fort fo long as they did. 

Upon the Appearance of this Reinforcement in the 
Bafin of Annapolis, and the Snow’s faluting the Fort 
with aDifcharge of its Cannon, the Indians were thrown 
into fuch Confufion and Panic, that they not only made 
a precipitate Retreat, and gave the Troops an Opportu¬ 
nity 
















nity of landing and marching into the Fort, without the 
lead Oppofmon, but fopn alter difperfed, and could not 
be brought back to give the Garrifon any Moleftation, 
till Mr. ‘Duvivier’ s Attempt againfl it twoMonths after. 

This Relief gave the Garrifon time to breathe, and 
repair the Works of the Fort, and kept the French In¬ 
habitants, who by this Vi (it from Boflon were perfuaded 
that the Garrifon would be efie&ually fupported,in fuch 
refpe&.that upon the Departure of the Indians they re¬ 
newed their Communication with it, and readily furnilh- 
ed whatever Materials and Workmen were wanted for 
flrengthening the Fort; and fupplied the Garrifon with 
Refrelhments. 

Soon after this the Mafacfhifetts Governor flnt to 
*Annapolis Royal a fecond Party of i oo of the new rai- 
fedSuccours, with an armedBrigantine belonging to the 
Province ; which Reinforcement put the Garrifon into a 
State of Security again# an Indian Enemy,and the Fort 
by this time was fo much ftrefigthened, that it was not 
to be reduced without a Train of Artillery. 

The fourth Company was defigned to be compofed 
wholly of Indians, if poftible, to be employed in Rout¬ 
ing Parties, through every Part of the Peninfula both by 
Land andWater,for which Service they were to be pro¬ 
vided with two Row-Gallies, fo that the railing and fit¬ 
ting this Company out took up more Time than the 
other three. 

Whilft thefe Operations were Carrying on, Mr. ‘Du¬ 
vivier, who commanded the Armament upon theDelcent 
againfl: Canfo, was fent by * Mr. Duquefnel, immediately 
after his Return from that Expedition, upon another 
againfl: Placentia in Newfoundland : This Attempt, in 
which he was difappointed by contrary Winds, made a 
very happyDiverfion in favour of Nova-Scotia ; where 
it was apprehended he would have immediately proceed¬ 
ed upon the Reduftion of Canfo ; had he done that, he 
would have furprized the Fort and Garrifon at Annapo¬ 
lis Royal as he did that at Canfo j before they had got 
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any Notice of the Declaration of War, or were in the 
lead apprifed of his coming. 

It was indeed an Error in Mr. Duquefnel' s Conduit, 
that he did not ftrike his firft Blow at Annapolis Royal; 
his Forces, in conjunction with Le Loutre\ Indians, 
mud at that Time have fecured the Conqueft of it, be¬ 
fore any other of the Englijh Colonies,or even the Gar- 
rifon at Ganfo could have gained Intelligence of the At¬ 
tempt ; this would have put him in Pofieftion of the 
whole Province, except Canfo, with 4 or 5000 fighting 
Men ready to join him ; and the Reduction of Can/s 
after that could not have been a matter of the leaft Dif¬ 
ficulty ; his Omiflion to avail himfelf of fo favourable 
an Opportunity for making anAcquifition of this impor¬ 
tant Province at one Stroke, leems to have proceeded 
from his too eagerly grafping at Placentia, and the De- 
ftruition of the Englijh Filhery at Newfoundland, al- 
moft at the fame Inftant ; but to whatfoever Caufe it was 
owing, it was certainly the Prefervation of Nova-Scotia 
by giving an Opportunity for relieving it with Succours 
from Bojlon. 

Upon Mr. DuviviePs Return from the Expedition a- 
gainft Placentia, which was towards the latter End of 
jiugujl, Mj\ Ditquefnel loft no Time for making an 
Attempt againft Annapolis Royal ; and for thatPurpole 
difpatched Mr. T>uvivier with fome Troops from Lou¬ 
is bourg to BeauBaJin ; there he landed, and being join¬ 
ed by the Indians, who waited his Arrival at Minas, 
proceeded with a Body of about 700 Men to Annapolis 
Royal, and invefted the Fort, in Expectation of being 
foon followed up the Bay of Fitnda by three French 
Men of War of 70, 56 and go Guns, with 280 more 
Land Forces, and a large Train of Artillery and Ord¬ 
nance Stores, that Mr. Duquefnel then depended upon 
fending him out of the Squadron, which at that Time 
lay in Louisbourg Harbour, and was deftined to convoy 
the JV ?y? IndiaFkct in their Return to France : Thefe 
did not follow him ; if they had, it would have enabled 
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him to form a regular Siege by Land and Water againft 
the Fort,and in allProbability to have carried it : How¬ 
ever Mr. Duvivier, by alluring Mr. Mafcarene in a 
Letter, that the French Ships were already got to the 
Mouth of the Bay, and that though he ftlould fail of 
this expe<ftedReinforcement,he was determined to fpend 
the Winter in the Siege, lo far fucceeded, as to bring 
Mr. Mafcarene to treat with him about a Surrender of 
the Fort, in cafe of the Arrival of thofe Ships, with the 
Land Forces and OrdnanceStores which he allured him, 
they had on board ; but this Treaty breaking off'upon 
Mr. 'Duvivier' s infilling at laft, that the Fort Ihould be 
immediately put into his Hands upon his Promile to re¬ 
deliver Polleffion of it, if the expeftedArmament did not 
arrive by a "Time limited ; and theGarrifon moll oppor¬ 
tunely receiving a further Reinforcement by the Com¬ 
pany of Indian Rangers about the fame Time from the 
Governor of the Maffachufetts Bay, the French Com¬ 
mandant defpairing of the Arrival of the Veffels with 
the Troops, Artillery and Stores, decamped and retired 
to Minas, with an Intent (as it was then apprehended) 
to winter there, and work upon the Inhabitants to join 
with him in an Attempt againft theGarrifon early in the 
Spring ; of their readinefs to do which, their Behaviour 
ever fince the Time of his having entered Minas, they 
had given great Reafon to fufpett them. 

To prevent this by dillodging Mr. Duvivier and his 
Party from their Winter Quarters, and guard the Balin 
of Annapolis Royal againft an Attempt by Sea with any 
fmall Veffels of War, which might be fitted out from 
Louisbourg, the Governor of the Majfachufetts Bay 
(who was then unacquainted with the Arrival of the 
French Squadron there ) determined to fend to Anna¬ 
polis-Royal, though it was very late in the Year, an ar¬ 
med Snow, Brigantine and Sloop belonging to the Pro¬ 
vince, with Orders to take in fome fmall Cannon and 
Mortars, with fuch a Detachment of Soldiers from the 
Garrifon, as Mr. Mafcarene could fpare, and proceed 
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to Minas, in order to land them with aParty of Seamen 
and drive Mr. Duvivier from thence ; and in the mean 
time acquainted Mr. Marcarene with this Defign. 

Whilft thefe Preparations were making at Bojlon in 
the latter End of October, the Governor had Intelligence 
brought him by a Fifherman from thelfle of SW.r,thac 
he had feen forty Hours before three French Vefiels 
Handing up the Bay of Funda ; thefe were found af¬ 
terwards to be a Banker of about 400 Ton with aBrig- 
antine and Sloop, which Mr. Duquefnel upon being 
difappointed of Afliftance from the Men of War had fit¬ 
ted out from Louisbourg in a warlike Manner, and or¬ 
der’d to proceed up the Bay of Funda with Ordnance 
Stores for attacking theFort at Annapolis Royal by Sea, 
whilft Mr. \'Duvivier , whom he fuppofed they would 
find before the Fort, attacked it by Land ; whereupon 
the Governor of the Maffachufetts Bay dilpatched, the 
Day following, a Schooner to Mr, Mafcarene with Ad¬ 
vice of the Defigns of the French, and Afiurances that 
he would fend the three armedVefiels before-mentioned, 
all well appointed, in fourDays to his Afiiftance. 

The French Vefiels accordingly arrived at the Nar¬ 
rows below the Bafin of Annapolis, where they came 
to an Anchor till they could get Information whether 
Mr.‘Duvivier, was Hill before the Fort : Two Days 
after, the Englifb Schooner, which carried the Difpat,- 
ches for Mr. Mafcarene, incautioufly fell in among 
them in the Night Time ; and the Maficr in his Sur¬ 
prize fuffered the Governor’s Difp3tches to fall into tire 
Enemy’s Hands ; the Eff'eft of this was, that the French 
Commodore finding Mr. Duvivier had retired from be¬ 
fore the Fort, and that a Naval Force was coming after 
him from Bojlon, cut his Cable and immediately quit¬ 
ted the Bay, and by that means efcaped the Ma_/Jachu- 
fetts Veffels, which entered the Bay foon after he had 
got out of it. 

The Maffachufetts Vefiels upon their Arrival at 
Annapolis Royal attempted to look into the Bafins of 
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Mmas and Scbicgneflo in queft of Mr. ‘Duvivier and 
his Party, according to their Orders from Bofton ; and 
to a flirt thelnhabitants in fuch manner asMr. Mafcarene 
Jhould direft : But the Seafon being very tempeftuous,' 
It the Bay exceeding dangerous, and 

Mr -. Mafcarene having received certain Advice, that the 
Jndmns were difpetfed, and Mr. ‘Dyvivier gone with 
the Remainder of his Party to Louisbourg (as in Fa<ft he 
was) after flaying at Annapolis till the latterEnd of 7 a- 
wary to countenance the Garrifon,and keep the French 
inhabitants in a proper Refpcft and Awe, reurn cd to 
Bajton. 

Mr.’Duvivier having,retired to Minas, the Com- 
pany of Rangers was ported without the Fort,under the 
txver of the Cannon, and fecured by fuch further De- 
fepcc as could be immediately raifed with Pickets and 
otner flight Works; which manner of porting them was 
retter adapted for the Service they were to be employed 
in, at the fame time,that it was more agreeable to them 
than to be lodged in Barracks within the Forr. 

Before their Arrival, the Garrifon was confined with- 
,n the Walls of the Fort, fo that the Spot upon 
which it flood might juftly be faid to be (he only 
one m the Province, which they were Marters of: But 
the e Indians under the Management of Officers who 
underftood the proper Ufe of them, and to whofe Or- 
ders they were perfe^y obedient, foon freed it from 
1 . Keliraint, and were in many other RefiSctfs of in¬ 
finite Service to it : By their fudden ExcSflons (fre¬ 
quently made in the Night Time) into different Parts 

rhJ'p r" C ,r C,th f by Land Marches >°r Defcents in 
their Row-Gallies, they gained Intelligence of the Mo¬ 
tions of the Enemy and fecret Correfpondence kept up 
between them and the Inhabitants, and, when Occafion 

RinXll fe ' ZCd i f ? ch of a th f Iatter ’ as appeared to be 
3nd i h r m ° ft dan S erous among them ; by 
which means, and fometunes by furprizingParties of the 
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Cape Sable Indians, which were found in the neighbour¬ 
ing Woods,they not only became aTerror to th cFrencb 
Inhabitants, but to the Indians too ; and the Garrilon 
Troops, by going out with them in Parties, were like- 
wife made fcrviceable in that Duty. 

To thefe timely Reinforcements and Succours, the 
Governor and his Majefty’s Council of Nova-Scotia in 
their Letter of Thanks to the Governor of the Majfa- 
chufetts Bay impute the Prefervation of his Majefty’s 
Garrifon and the whole Province from falling into the 
Enemy’s Hands that Year ; and his Majefty, upon hav¬ 
ing an Account of the Proceedings for the Prefervation 
of the Province laid before him, was pleafed in Council 
to declare his Royal Approbation of his Condu£t there¬ 
in, and that his Majefty would ftand to theEngagemcnts 
which he had made upon this Occafion in his Name ; 
and a Copy of his Majefty’s Royal Declaration was ac¬ 
cordingly tranfmitted to him. at Bojlon under theSeal of 
the Council Office. 

Whilft thefe Matters were in Agitation, a Flag of 
Truce arrived fome Time in Augujl at Boflon from 
Louisbourg with Englijh Prifoners to be exchanged,and 
Difpatches from Mr. Duquefnel to the Majfachufetts 
Governor, who learned from the former, that the Canft 
Soldiers were confined very clofe in unwholefome Pri- 
fons, and fuffered great Hardfliips, by which fome had 
died, and others been forced into the French Service; 
and in the Letter, Mr. Duquefnel propofed to him a 
Neutrality between the French and Englijh Colonies, 
fo far as related to the Fifliery ; as alfo that for the fu¬ 
ture the fifhing Veflels ofeach Nation Ihould carry on 
their fifhing and profecute their Voyages unmolefted by 
the other ; in Anfwer to this Propofal, the MaJJachu- 
Jfetts Governor told him, he could not avoid exprefling 
fome Surprize, that after he had taken and burnt Canfo, 
deftroyed the whole Englijh Fifhery along that Coaft, 
and made theFifhermanlVifoners, contrary to'the Trea¬ 
ty of Neutrality concluded in i686 betwcen the two 
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Kingdoms, he fhould propofe one upon the Foot of a 
private Convention between the Governors of two Colo¬ 
nies, and even without offering to indemnify the Eng- 
lijh for the Damages they had already fuftained by his 
Hoftilities from Louisbourg ; that he was obliged like- 
wife to acquaint him, he was forry to hear, his Ma- 
jefty’s Troops which were made Prifoners at Canfo by 
Capitulation for one Year only, underwent fuch Hard- 
fhips in their Confinement at Louisbourg, as deftroyed 
fome of them, and forced others, for Relief, to engage 
in the French King’s Service ; whereby the Articles of 
the Capitulation were fruftrated, and his Majefty was 
lilely to have few or none of his Troops left to be re¬ 
turned at the End of the Year ; that as he doubted not 
of Mr.YJwywe/w^/’sDifpofition to have theWar carried on 
with Moderation and Humanity towards thofe, who 
fhould have the Misfortune to be made Prifoners on ei¬ 
ther Side, and a due Regard to the Rights of each 
Crown in its Subjefts, who fhould be made Prifoners by 
Capitulation, he would propofe that the Canfo Troops 
fhould be fent to Bojlon as foon as might be, and he 
would be anfwerable that both Officers and Soldiers 
fhould perform the Conditions, upon which they fur- 
rendered ; and he hoped Mr. Duquefnel would have 
no Objeftion to the Propofal, as his fending them away 
would eafe the Government of France of the Expence 
of maintaining them, the Remainder of the Year. 

The French Governor, upon receiving this Propofal, 
acquainted the Englijh Officers with it ; and let them 
know, he fhould accede to it, upon their giving their Pa¬ 
role, that neither they nor the Soldiers fhould ferve 
againft the French for the Space of one Year after the 
Expiration of that,for which they had agreed by the Ar¬ 
ticles of Capitulation to remain Prifoners : And upon 
their obje&ing to it, he told them, that as their remain¬ 
ing at Louisbourg would be inconvenient, he fhould, if 
they did not accept of thcfe new Terms, be obliged to 
fend them to Quebec, from whence it would be impracti¬ 
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cable for them to get Home long before the Time, he 
fed to them. 



Though the French Governor’s exa&ing from the 
Officers this new Agreement, whereby the King was to 
be deprived of the Service of his Troops one Year lon¬ 
ger than they had furrendered themfelves for, was a 
manifed Infringement of the Articles of the Capitula¬ 
tion, and what the Officers had no right to confent to ; 
yet they thought it for his Majcdy’s Service to fubmit 
to it ; and accordingly gave their Parole ; upon which 
the Troops were fent to Boflon. 

Upon the Arrival of the Officers there the Governor 
of the Majfachufetts-Bay gained fuch Intelligence of 
the State of Louisbourg, as with other Motives induced 
him. to entertain a Defign of forming an Expedition a- 
gaind it early in the fucceeding Year. 

Thefe Motives were as follows : 

With regard to the State of Louisbourg, it appeared 
that the Garrifon and Inhabitants mud be diftreiTed in 
a ffiort Time for want of Provifions, having been a few 
Weeks before exhauded by furnilhing the Eafl India 
Fleet and Squadron, which convoyed it, with Supplies 
for profecuting their Voyage to France .—That the 
Troops of the Garrilon, which confided only of fix 
Companies of Marines and one S-wifs of xoo Men each 
were fliort of Complement, and badly dHciplined, the 
whole greatly difeontented, and the Company of Stvifr 
very mutinous ; that the Inhabitants were but few, and 
mod of them unacquainted with the Ufe of Fite Arms ; 
that fcveral Parts of the Fortifications were out of Re¬ 
pair, particularly the Grand Battery, which had otte 
End almod open, occafioned by a new Work’s being, 
unfinifhed, and many other Parts of it extremely low, 
artd the whole commanded by a Hill clofe behind it.— 
That Mr. Dutchambon, who fucceeded Mr. ‘Diijuef- 
nel, then lately dead, as Governor of the Colony, was 
wholly unlkilled in the Defence of a Fortification, the 
Engineer abfent, and the other Officers riot much uTcd 
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to militaryDifcipline ; and that theirNumbcr of Troops 
was fo fma.ll, as put it intirely out of their Power to de¬ 
fend the feveral Parts, they were liable to be attacked 
m.—That though the Harbour was ftrongly fortified, 
there were many convenient Places in Chapeau Rome 
Bay for landing Troops,Cannon and Stores on the back 
bide of Louisbourg, free from any Annoyance, and lay¬ 
ing up the Tranfports in fuch manner, that the Troops 
might have it m their Power toRetreat to them upon an 
Emergency; that the City of Louisbourv had no Bat¬ 
teries upon the Land Side ; and the Extent of it was fo 
fmall, that every Houfe in it was expofcd to the Bombs 
and Cannon of the Befiegers ; which rnufl oblige both 
Inhabitants and Soldiers when off Duty,to retire into the 
Calmates, that were extremely damp and unwholfome. 

1 hat the Grand Battery, which could not make any 
defence by Land, and from the before-mentioned 
btate of it appeared not to be tenable, when attacked 
on that Side, would probably be deferred on the firft 
Approach of an Enemy ; and that by getting PolTeflion 
of it, and erecting Fafcine Batteries near the Light- 
,n oth er convenient Places, it would' be 
difficult, if not impracticable for any Ships to enter the 
Harbour againft the Fire from them.—Upon all which 
Accounts it was extremely improbable that the Place 
fhould hold out long againft a Body of 3 or 4000 Men 
without Succours from France, which might be pre- 
ycn^d from receiving Intelligence of its Circumftances 
m. f Ir " e t0 (end it Relief, by the armed Veftels, which 
might be collected in the Colonies, and would be a 
lufhcient Force to intercept whatever might come from 
Canada, as alfo any Merchant Ships with Provifions 
from France in the Spring. 

*u-T he r? er Mocives ' wh ich induced the Governor to 
think of forming an immediate Expedition againft it, 
r-T? hat ^• T>uv,v,er was fent by Mr. ‘Duquefnel, 
a Jhort Time before his Death, to France, in order to 
reprelent to the Government the weak Condition of 
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Annapolis Royal, and State of the whole Province of 
IS ova Scotia-, and to procure anArmament from thence 
eaH y the next Year to make an Attempt againft it 
1 hat tne, New-England Fijbery was wholly deftroyed: 
as would likewife the Trade of the Northern Colonies 
be by the French Ships of War and Privateers from 
Louis hourg the Year following ; that the Reduaion of 
Louisbourg would be the mod effeaual Means of fe- 
cunng Nova-Scotia, reftoring the Enghjb Fijbery, and 
destroying that of the French, and protcaing the Trade 
of the Colonies ; and would facilitate the Conquer 1 of 
Canada itfelf, if that fhould be thought proper to be 
attempted in the fucceeding Year : But in cafe the Sue- 
cefs of the Expedition fhould fall fhort of thcRcduaion 
of Cape Breton ; yet the certain Effi^s of it would be 
the recovering of the lfland of Canfo, and the whole 
Fifhery along the Coaft as far as Newfoundland by de¬ 
coying the Buildings, and breaking up all the Settle¬ 
ments and Fifhery upon the lfland of Cape Breton ; the 
caufing fuch a Diverfion as would probably fecurcAW 
Scotia for the following Year at lead ; and the difarm- 
mg the Harbour of Louisbourg of the Grand Battery ; 
which would make it more practicable for thcKing’sShips 
to enter it, in cafe a naval Armament fhould be fenf 
againft it from England ; all which would greatly over¬ 
pay the Expence of the Attempt. 

It was not doubted, that the French would form ano¬ 
ther Attempt from Canada againft Annapolis Royal early 
in the Spring ; but as the Fort was then in a much bet¬ 
ter Pofturc of Defence by theRepairing of its old Works, 
and the Addition of new ones, and its Garrifon ftrength- 
cned with the fcveral Reinforcements fent from Bojlon, 
and it appeared probable to the Maffbchufetts Governor, 
that the Expedition againft Cape Breton, which he had 
■determined to fet on Foot, would make a confiderable 
Diverfion in favour of it, he fent no further Reinforce¬ 
ments to it that Year : Early in the Spring 1745", Mr. 
Marin, as was expefted, inverted the fort with about 
E 1100 
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i ioo French Indians from Canada ,but could make no 
Impreflion upon it ; he continued however his Hoftili- 
lies there,till the Landing of the New EtiglandT roops 
upon the Ifland of Cape Breton, whereupon the French 
Governor found means to fend for him to come to his 
Afliftance; which broke up theSiege of Annapolis Ray al, 
and ridded the Province of the Enemy for fixteen 
Months. 

About the Middle of January 1744-5 the Majfa - 
chufetts Governor recommended it in a Meflage to the 
Aflembly to profecute an Expedition againft the Ifland 
of Cape Breton early in the Spring. 

The Aflembly, upon the Secretary’s laying the Mef- 
fage before them, bound their Members to Secrecy ; 
and after three Days clofe Deliberation upon it, fent 
him an Anfwer ; the Subftance of which was, “ that 
“ they were fenfible of the Neceflity there was for 
“ making an Attempt, as foon as poflible, for the Re- 
“ du&ion of the Ifland of Cape Breton ; but the Un- 
“ dertaking was too great for the Abilities of the Pro- 
** vince, and prayed him to reprefent to hisMajefty,how 
“ eflential it was for the Security of the Colonies and 
“ his Service in North-America, that an Expedition 
“ fhould be fitted out from England againft this Ifland, 
“ and that they were ready to contribute towards the 
" Profecution of it to the utmoft of their Power.” 

If every Advantage propofed by the Governor in this 
Expedition had depended upon cnefting the Reduction 
of the Ifland, the Meafure recommended by the Aflem¬ 
bly muft have been more eligible to him than fetting on 
foot, without the San&ion of the King’s Orders,an At¬ 
tempt of that Confequence ; which, if it had failed of 
Succefs, might have been condemned as imprudent and 
rafh ; but as he was fully perfuaded of the high Proba¬ 
bility, or rather Certainty of fucceeding at leaft in the 
other Points before-mentioned, particularly the Prefer- 
vation of his Majefty’s Province of Nova-Scotia from 







[ 35 1 

the Danger, it appeared to be threatned with that Year 
from France ; the recovering the Englljh Fifhery, and 
Deftruftion of that of the French ; and that the fame 
Advantages, which prefented for effeaing this early in 
the Spring, could not be expcacd afterwards in the 
Courfe of the War, he thought it incumbent on him to 
avail himfelf of that Opportunity for promoting theiVa- 
tional Interefts as well as thofe of the Northern Colo¬ 
nies ; which muft have been loft, if he had waited till 
he could have received his Majefty’sPleafure thereupon. 

The Subjea of the Affembly’s Deliberations,and the 
Refult of them, notwithftanding the Care taken to keep 
them fecret, had fo far tranfpired, that Marblehead ,the 
principal fifhing Town, and Boflon the chief trading 
Town and Metropolis of the Province had determined 
to Petition the General Court to have the propofed Ex¬ 
pedition fet on foot; and the Governor thereupon mo¬ 
ved the Aftembly in two other Meftages to refume the 
Confideration of thisEnterprize; and the more cffettual- 
ly to induce them to come into it,recommended to them 
to examine the Perfons, from whom he had received his 
Intelligence, concerning the Prafticablenefs of it. 

The Aftembly immediately entered into a fecond 
Confideration of the Affair,and after fpending threeDays 
more in examining the Perfons, whom the Governor re¬ 
ferred them to, with the elofeft Attention, came to the 
following Refolves. 

“ That it was incumbent upon the Majfachufetts 
“ Government to embrace the favourable Opportunity, 
“ which then offered, for attempting the Reduction of 
“ the Ifland of Cape Breton. 

“ That the Captain-General fhould be defired to iftue 
" his Proclamation for the inlifting 3,000 Volunteers 
“ (which they increafed after to 3,250), for that Pur- 
« pofc, under fuch Officers as he flrould appoint. 

“ That Provifion fhould be made for furnifhing the 
<< necefTary warlike Stores for the Expedition. 

“ That four Months Provifions fliould be laid in. 

« That 









“ That a Committee fhould be appointed to procure 
" fit VefTels to ferve as Tranfports, to be ready to ’de- 
“ part the Beginning of March. 

“ That a fuitable Naval Force fhould be provided 
" t°r tlieir Convoy, as the General Court fhould there* 
“ after order. 

u And that Application fhould be forthwith made to 
“ the Governments of New-York, New Jerfey, Pen- 
“ filvania, New Hampjhire, Connedicut, and Rhode 
“ IJland, to furnifh their refpeftive Quota’s of Men 
u an ^ Veflels to accompany or follow the Forces of the 
“ Province.” 

From thefe Refolves it appears, that this Expedition 
was undertaken by the Province of the MaJJachufetts 
Bay before it was known, whether any of the otherCo- 
lonies would afTift them in it; and upon this Circum- 
ftance in a great Meafure depended the Succefs of it; 
neither the Difpatch nor Secrecy, with which it was to 
be puflied on,would admit of a Participation of Councils 
with the other Colonies in the Formation and Direftion 
of it: The Length of Time, it would have taken up 
before all the Governments concerned would have a- 
greed, firft upon the Expediency of the Attempt, after- 
wards upon their refpe&iveQuota’s of Troops and other 
Expence, the Plan to be form’d, the Partition of Com¬ 
mand in the Execution of it, and other Points, would in 
all Probability have rendered the Scheme abortive ; 
whereas, when the voting of every thing requifite for 
carrying the Attempt on in the bell: manner centered in 
the Aflembly of one Province, whofe Governor had the 
Direction of the whole, there was a fair Profpeft of fuc- 
i ceeding in it: It was befides an eafier Tafk to bring the 
other Colonies to accede to an Expedition, in which 
they were deeply interefled, after it was refolved upon, 
and undertaken by the Majfachufets Government, than 
to induce them to a Concurrence in it at firft, as Prin¬ 
cipals : But if every one of the other Governments had 
failed to aluft in it,as fome of them in faft did,theAfo^h- 
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; chufets was determined to have taken the whole Burthen 
of ptofecuting it upon themfelves. 

The Governments, which joined with the MaJJfU 
chufets Bay in this Expedition, were thofe of Connect, 
cut, Neiv-Hampjhire, and Rhode IJland ; the firft vo¬ 
ted 500 Men for the Service, upon Condition that the 
Majfachufets Governor would give the commanding 
Officer of their Forces the fecond Commiffion in the 
Expedition, which he accordingly did by his Commiffi¬ 
on : The Province of New Hafnpjhire voted 300, and 
the Colony of Rhode IJland the lame Number. 

The Colony Naval Force for this Enterprize confift- 
ed of 3 Frigates of 20 Guns each, a Snow of 16, a Bri¬ 
gantine of 12, and 5 armed Sloops mounting from 8 to 
12 Carriage-Guns, provided at the Expence of th eMaf- 
fachufets Bay ; and of the Connecticut and Rhode 
IJland SloOns, both of 10 or 12 Carriage Guns, and a 
fmall armed Veil'd from New Hampjhire. 

The Train of Artillery collected by the Governor of 
the Majjachujetts Bay confided of 8 Cannon of 22 lb 
? Ball, 12 of 9 Pound, 2 Mortars of 12 InchesDiameter, 
one of 11, and one of 9, taken from his Majefty’s Caf- 
tle JVilliam in the Majjachujetts Harbour, being all 
that could be (pared from thence without weakening 
the Fort too much, and ten Cannon of 18 Pound Ball 
borrowed by him for this Occafion of the Governor of 
New York : This is the whole, which could be pro¬ 
cured in Time, and the Majjachujetts Governor de- 
I • pended upon its being increafed with fome Pieces of Or¬ 
dnance from the Grand Battery in Louis hour g Harbour, 
loon after the landing of the Troops upon the Ifland ; 
in Confidence of which a fuitable Quantity of 42 Pound 
Ball was tranfported from Bojlon with the reft of the 
, Ordnance Stores for the Siege. 

As the Majjachujetts Afiembly at firft entered into 
the Expedition upon the cooleft Deliberation ; fo did 
< they on the other hand exert themfelves with uncommon 
Vigour in the Profecution of it: As loon as the Point 
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was carried for undertaking it,every Member which had 
oppofed it,gave up his own private Judgment to the pub¬ 
lic Voice, and vied with thofe, who had voted for the 
Expedition,in encouraging the En'liftment of theTroops, 
ana forwarding the Preparations for the Attempt. 

The Bounty, Pay, and other Encouragements allow¬ 
ed by the MaJJachufetts Government to both Officers 
and Men, efpecially the former, was fmall ; but the 
Spirit, which reigned through the Province, fupplied 
the Want of that ; the Complement of Troops was foon 
Inlifted ; not only the Officers,who ferved in this Enter- 
prize, were Gentlemen of confiderable Property ; but 
mod of the Non-commiflioned Officers and many of the 
private Men had valuable Farms, and enter’d into the 
Service upon the fame Principles that the old Roman 
Citizens in the firft Confular Armies ufed to da, with a 
Refolution to behave like Men, who were to fight pro 
arts et focis ; which they were perfuaded was the Cafe 
in this Enterprize. 

The Vote of AfTembly for undertaking the Expediti¬ 
on was not pafled till the 25th of January, when intenfc 
cold Weather begins to fet in ; yet all the VefTels of 
War were got ready for the Sea, (the principal one of 
which was but then lately put upon the Stocks), the 
Tranfports were provided, the Provifions, Artillery, 
Ordnance, and other Stores fhipp’d, the whole Arma¬ 
ment eauipped, and the Troops embarked at Bojlon, 
within leven Weeks after the Governor had iffued his 
Proclamation for fetting it on foot, and feveral of the 
armed Veflels were upon their Station before Louis- 
bourg, many Days before, in order to hinder Intelli¬ 
gence or Supplies from getting in ; and to prevent it’s 
being fent from the Colonies Embargoes were laid, and 
every Precaution taken ; and the Preparations were con¬ 
ducted with fuch Secrecy, that the firft Notice, which 
the French had of the Attempt, was given them by the 
Appearance of the Engli/b in Chapeau Rouge Bay. 

The MaJJachufetts Governor, from the Beginning, 
depended 
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depended on the Affiftance of fome of his Majefty’s 
Ships in North-America, and as foon as the Expedition 
was determined upon, fent an Expfefs Boat to the late 
Sir Peter Warren, then Comitiodore Warren, at Anti- 
qua, acquainting him with it, and defiring his Affiftance 
in it with fuch Ships, as could be (pared from his Ma- 
jefty’s Service in the Leeward Blands ; at the fame 
Time he informed the late Sir Chaloner Ogle of it,who 
was then upon the Point of returning Home from Ja¬ 
maica with a Squadron of his Majefty’s Ships,and pro¬ 
pos’d to him to make Louisbourg in his Way ; and as 
foon as the Troops were embarked, he acquainted his 
Majefty’s Minifters with the Expedition,and his Motives 
for fetting it on Foot, informing them, that 4000 New 
England Forces would be landed upon the lfland of 
Cape Breton in April, if no unforeseen Accident pre¬ 
vented ; but that in cafe it (hould not be his Majefty’s 
Pleafure to fupport the Expedition, he had concerted 
Meafures in fuch manner, as to provide a fafe Retreat 
for them ; that though he could not take upon him to 
promife the Reduction of the lfland, yet he would be 
anfwerable for the Succefs of the Attempt fo far, as 
that Canjo fhould be recovered for his Majcfty, all the 
Buildings in the Town of Louisbourg, and upon the 
whole Bland deftroyed, the French Fifhery depending 
upon it broke up ; and the Englijh Fifheries upon the 
Bank of Nova-Scotia, and all along the whole Coaft 
as far as Newfonndland reftored ; and that at leaft the 
Grand Battery in the Harbour of Louisbourg (hould be 
taken, (o that the Advantages gained in the Expedition 
would abundantly recompenfe for theExpences incurr’d 
in it, even though it (hould fail of the Redufttion of the 
Bland to the Obedience of his Majefty ; and he defir- 
ed particular Dire&ions, whether in cafe a Conquefl 
fhould be made of the Bland, he (hould caufc the For- 
trels and Works in the Harbour to be demolilh’d, or 
kept to be garrifoned by his Majefty’s Troops. 

Upon the Arrival of the Exprefs fent to England, it 
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was determined there to fupport the Expedition, and in 
confequence of it his Majefty’s Ships Pine e/s Mary, 
Heft or, Chejler, Canterbury, and Sunderland were dif- 
patched with Orders to join Mr. barren's Squadron at 
Louisbourg, which they did during the Siege ; in Anfwer 
to the Dilpatches fent to Sir Cbaloner Ogle at Jamaica 
Admiral£W/\r who relieved him, acquainted theGover- 
nor,that he had prefled him much to comply with thePro- 
pofal of hisLetter,but could not prevail on him to do it : 
And in Anfwer to hisLetter fent toMr. JVarren at An¬ 
tigua, he received one from him, dated the 24th of 
February, incloftng a Copy of the Confutation of the 
Captains then prefent, held on Board the Launceflon 
the 23d of February, in which was fet forth, “ That 
" Commodore JVarren having laid before them a Letter 
“ from Governor Shirley of his Majefty’s Province' of 
" New-England, together with a Scheme for attacking 
" and furpnzing the Fort and Town of Louisbourg and 
“ Cap. e Breton, requefting fome of the Ships from that 
" Station, to his Aftiftance, they had taken the lame into 
" their mature Confideration, and it appearing the faid 
“ Scheme had been undertaken without firft receiving 
“ hisMajefty’sApprobation, and that noOrders had been 
“ tent by the Lords of the Admiralty for any Ships 
giving their Aftiftance, and that the taking any 
‘■ of theShips off thofe Stations (in theRoom of th tJVey- 
“ mouth, which had been unfortunately loft) would be 
" 3 great weakening of thofe Iflands, and could be of no 
" great Service in fuch anUndertaking, and it might be 
attended with bad Confequences, as a Squadron of 
“ ^Enemy’s Ships were daily expefted at MartniqueP 
They therefore unanimoully agreed and gave it as 
“ their Opinions, that it would be moft for his Maiefty’s 
“ ~- rvice rot Commodore JVjrren to fend the North 
“ 'JMertca ftationed Ships away to their refpe&ive Sta- 
“ tions, and remain there himfelf in the Superbe, till 
“ Aniwers couM return to his Exprcfs from England 
‘ by the Mercury, whom, it was their Advice to fend 
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“away immediately with the Account of the unhappy 
“ Accident that had befallen the TV?y mouth, andCopies 
" of Governor Shirley's Letters and Schemes, in order to 
“ receive their Lordlhips Directions thereupon.” 

This Pacquet arriv’d at Bojlon the Day before the 
New England Fleet failed from thence for Louisbourg, 
at which time the Governor was not certain that theEx- 
pedition would be fupported with any of his Majefty’s 
Ships ; and as the Contents of it, if publickly known, 
could have had no good EffeCt for his Majefty’s Service 
at that criticalConjunChire, he did not think it advifeable 
to communicate them to the General Aflembly, or any 
Perfon whatever except theCommander in Chief of the 
Expedition, and the General Officer then next in 
Command to him. 

A few Days after Mr. JVarren had difpatched the 
Exprcfs Boat back to New England, his Majefty’s 
Sloop Hind arrived at Antigua with Orders for him to 
“ repair forthwith to Bojlon “ with fuch of the Ships 
“ under his Command, as could befparcd from hisMa- 
“ jefty’s Service in the Parts where he was ftationed, in 
“ order to concert Meafures with Governor Shirley for 
“ the Protection of the Trade, Annoyance of the Ene- 
“ my, and his Majefty’s General Service in North-A- 
“ merica .” 

Pursuant to thefe Orders,Mr. JVarren forthwith fail¬ 
ed from Antigua in the Superbe, taking with him his 
Majefty’s Ships Mermaid and Launcejlon, with an In¬ 
tention to proceed directly to Bojlon ; imagining thatMr. 
Shirley upon receiving the late Anfwer to his Letter de¬ 
firing the Alliftance of fome of theShips under hisCom- 
mand in the Expedition againft Cape Breton, had let 
drop all Thoughts of proceeding in it ; but upon get¬ 
ting Intelligence in his Paffage, that the New England 
Armament had failed from Bojlon for Louisbourg, and 
was to ftop a fhort Time at Canjo IJland, he changed his 
former Sentiments concerning the unadvifeablenefs of 
profecuting the Enterprize without hisMajefty’s exprefs 
F ‘ Orders» 
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Orders ; and by a Schooner, which he took up at Sea, 
acquainted Mr. Shirley, that inftead of coming to Bofton 
he ffiould proceed direftly to Canfo, there to confult 
with theGeneral,and from thence go before Louisbourg■ 
and a (Tift in the Expedition ; and as he was ffiort of 
Provifions, Ammunition and other Stores for that Ser¬ 
vice, he defired Mr. Shirley to fend him thither the 
Quantities exprefied in lai$Lctter,as fpeedily as he could. 

What rendered thi/News (fill more agreeable to the 
Mafachufets Government was, the great Efteein they 
had for Mr. Warren on account of his known Difpofi- 
tion for promoting his Majefty’s Service in theNorthern 
Colonies, the Opinion they entertained of his Vigilance 
and other Qualifications for the SeaCommand upon that 
Expedition, and the good Underflanding, which fubfift- 
ed between him and the General of the Land Forces. 

On the 24th of March I744‘5 the Mafachufets 
Troops amounting to 3250, exclufive of Commifiioned 
Officers, embarked at Bojlon, and failed under the Con¬ 
voy of the Shirley Galley, Captain Rous Commander, 
and arrived the 4th of April at Canfo Ifland, which was 
appointed by the Governor to be the Place of Rendez¬ 
vous for the Tranfports and Cruizers, and for aCommu- 
nication of Intelligence between himfelf at Boflon, the 
General of the Land Forces before the City of Louis¬ 
bourg, and the Commander of the Ships before the Har¬ 
bour ; as alfo for lodging all Stores not in immediateUfe 
in the Camp and Fleet : Here they found the New 
Hampfhire Forces, confiding of 304 Men and Officers, 
had arrived four Days before them ; and on the 25th 
they were joined by the Connecticut Troops, amounting 
to 516, inclufive of Commifiioned Officers : As to the 
goo expected from Rhode If and, they did not join the 
Forces of the other Governments till after Louisbourg 
was taken. 

Chapeau-Rouge Bay, which was the Place appointed 
for landing the ^Troops, being fo filled with Ice as to 
make that impracticable before the latter End of April, 
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the Forces were detained until then at Canfo ; where 
the General form’d the Detachments ordered to be em¬ 
ployed in the feveral Attacks propofed to be made im¬ 
mediately after the landing the main Body at Flat Point 
Cove, according to the Plan of Operations which had 
been concerted at Bofton, and there given him inCharge 
by the Governor’s Inflruftions. 

During the Stay of the Troops at Canfo, a Block- 
houfe was erefted upon a Hill there picketed round,and 
defended by eightCannon of nine Pound Ball ; and two 
armed Veflels fent into Bay Verte in the Gulf of St. 
Laurence, to take or deftroy fome Veflels which, ac¬ 
cording to Information, lay there in order to take in 
Provifions for Louisbourg. 

In the mean Time, April 18th, the Renommee, a 
French Ship of War of 36 Guns nine Pounders with 
300 Seamen and 50 Marines, charged with public Dif- 
patches, fell in with the armed Veflels in the Service of 
the Maffacbufets Government before Louisbourg Har¬ 
bour, where (lie maintained a running Fight with them, 
but got clear by outfailing them : This Ship afterwards 
fell in with the Conncflicut Troops under the Convoy 
of their own Sloop, and that of Rhode-Ifland, the latter 
of which Ihe attack’d and damaged confiderably ; but 
finally the Sloop got off,as did the Tranfports and other 
Sloop, during the' Engagement : And after making two 
more Attempts to pufh into the Harbour without Suc- 
cefs, fhe returned to France without having delivered 
her Pacquets, from whence fhe fail d again the Begin¬ 
ning of July, with fix Ships more, being the BreJlS^m- 
dron deftined againfl Annapolis Royal. 

April the 2 ad hisMsjcfty’s Ship Eltham of 4oGuns 
arriv’d at Canfo from New-England, under Orders from 
Mr. TVarren ; and the 23d Mr. TVarren in hisMajefty’s 
Ship Superbe of do Guns,with th cLaunceflon and Mer¬ 
maid of 40 Guns ; and after flaying there fome* Honrs, 
and conferring with the General by Letter failed ro 
Louisbourg in order to cruize off the Harbour. 
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On the i 9th of April the Troops embark’d in four 
Divifions of Tranfports, and failed for Chapeau-rouge 
Bay, with an armed Snow and two armed Sloops in the 
Service of the Majfachufetts Government, under the 
Fire of whofe Cannon they were to land : And at the 
fame time a Detachment of 270 Men, under the Com¬ 
mand of a Colonel, and Convoy of an arm’d Sloop in 
the Pay of New-Hampjh 'ire Government, were fent to 
St. Peter's, a fmall French Settlement onCape Breton , 
with Orders to take the Place, burn the Houfes, and 
demolifh the Fort ; which was accordingly eflcfted. 

On the 30th of April, between Nine and Ten in 
the Morning, the Fleet having the main Body of the 
Troops on board came to an Anchor in Chapeau-rouge 
Bay, at theDiflance of about twoMiles from Flat Point 
Cove : Upon the Difcovery of this the Enemy fired 
fome Cannon, and rang their Bells in the Town to al¬ 
arm and call in their People living in the Environs, and 
fent out of the Town a Detachment of about 150 Men, 
under the Command of Mr. Boularderie, late anOfficer 
in one of the Regiments in France, to oppofe the land- 
ding of the Troops ; whereupon the General made a 
Feint of landing a Party of his Men in Boats at Flat 
Point Cove, in order to draw the French thither (which 
had its EfTeft) and upon a Signal from the Veil'd thofc 
Boats returned, and joined anotherParty under his Stern, 
from whence were landed two Miles higher up theBay, 
about 100 Men, before the Enemy could get up there ; 
whom they brilkly attack’d, though under the Advantage 
of being covered with their Woods, after killing fix of 
them upon the Spot, taking as many Prifoners, (among 
whom was Mr. Boularderie), and wounding feveral o- 
thers, forc’d the Remainder to make a precipitate Flight 
towards the Town, in which fome others were taken 
Prifoners, with the Damage fuftained on the Part of the 
Englijh, of only two Men being flightly wounded : On 
the fame Day about 2000 more of the Troops were 
landed without Oppofition, and the Remainder, being 
near 2000, the Day following. On 
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On the Day following a Detachment of 40© Men 
marched round to the North-eaft Harbour, behind the 
Range of Hills there, and burnt all the Enemy’s Hou- 
fes and Stores in the Neighbourhood, at the Diftance of 
about a Mile from the Grand Battery ; whereupon the 
Enemy deferted it the fame Night, leaving the Artille¬ 
ry, confiding of 28 Cannon of 42 Pound Ball, and two 
of 18 Pound, with the Ordnance Stores (except their 
Powder, which they threw into aWell), fo precipitately, 
that they only fpik’d up their Cannon in a flight Man¬ 
ner, without knocking off the Trunnions, or doing other 
Damage to them, and but very little to the Carriages : 
The next Morning a Party of fixteen Men difeovered, 
that the Enemy had abandoned the Grand Battery, and 
drove off a Party of them, as they were attempting to 
reland there that Morning in Boats. 

As foon as the New England Men had taken Pof- 
felTion of the Grand Battery, the French kept an incef- 
fant Fire againft it with their Cannon and Bombs both 
from theTown and llland Battery; the former of which 
is diftant 5913 Feet from it, and 1 the latter 4800 ; not- 
withflanding which three Cannon in the Grand Battery, 
which pointed againft the Town, were cleared by the 
Day following, and theEnemy’s Fire was returned upon 
the Town from them, as was that from their Ifland Bat¬ 
tery foon after, by other Cannon, which pointed againft 
it, and were drilled within a few Days. 

The New England Troops, within the Compafs of 
23 Days from the time of their firft landing, erected 
five Fafcine Batteries againft the Town, mounted with 
Cannon of 42 lb. 22 lb.and 18 lb. Shot,Mortars of 13, 
11, and'9 Inches Diameter, with fome Cohorns ; all 
which were tranfported by hand, with incredible Labour 
and Difficulty, moft of them above two Miles ; all the 
Ground over which they were drawn, except fmall 
Patches or Hills of Rocks,was a deep Morafs,in which, 
whilft theCannon were upon Wheels,, they feveral times 
funk fo deep, as not only to bury theCarriages, but their 
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whole Bodies: Horfes andOxen could not be employed 
in this Service, but all mult be drawn byMen, up to the 
Knees in Mud; the Nights, in which the Work was done, 
were cold and foggy, their Tents bad, there being no 
proper Materials for Tents to be had in New England, 
at the Out-fet of the Expedition : But notwithftanding 
thefe Difficulties, and many of the Men’s being taken 
down with Fluxes, fo that at one time there were 1500 
incapable of Duty, ffiey went on without being difeou- 
raged, or murmuring, and by rheHelp of Sledges trans¬ 
ported the Cannon and Mortars over thefe Ways, which 
iheFrench had always thought impaflable for Such heavy 
Weights ; and befides this, they had all their rrovifions 
and heavy Ammunition, which they daily made ufe of, 
to bring from the Camp over the fame Way upon their 
Backs. 

To annoy the Befiegers in making their Approaches, 
and carrying on their Batteries, the Enemy ere£icd new 
Works, from which, as well as from theCannon of other 
Batteries, and their Mortars, they continually maintain¬ 
ed a ftrong Fire, till they were filcnced. 

The moft advanced of the New England Batteries 
(which was finiffied the 17th of May ) was within the 
Diftance of 250 Yards from theWeftGate of theTown ; 
fo that from this Battery feveral of the ' Enemy were 
killed by the Mufquetry of the Befiegers, as were 
fome of their Men by the Enemy from the Walls ; 
and indeed this Battery was fo near the Enemy’ 
Works, that the Men w r ere obliged to load the 
Cannon there under the Fire of their Mufque¬ 
try, which was very ffiarp on both Sides, the 
French generally opening the Aftion every Morning 
with the Fire of their fmall Arms for two Hours ; 
which was conftantly returned withAdvantage: TheExc- 
cution done from the Batteries of the Befiegers was very 
confiderable; the Weft Gate was entirely beat down, the 
Wall adjoining very much battered, and a Breach made 
in it at about ten feet from the Bottom of the Wall : 

■ The 







[ 47 3 

The circular Battery of 16 Cannon, 24 Pounders, near 
the Weft Gate (and the principal one againft Ships next 
to the Grand Battery, and Ifland Battery) was almoft 
entirely ruined, and all the Cannon but three de¬ 
mounted : The North-eaft Battery, confiding of two 
Lines of 42 and 32 Pounders, in all iyCannon (another 
principal Battery againft Ships) was damaged, and the 
Men drove from their Guns ; the Weft Flank of the 
King’s Baftion belonging to theCitadel, and the Battery 
there of fix 24 Pounders, which pointed to theLandSide, 
land greatly annoyed the Works of theBefiegers, was al¬ 
moft demoliihed : Two Cavaliers of 24 Pounders each, 
raifed during the Siege, and two other Cannon of the 
fame Weight of Metal, run out at two Embrazures cut 
through the Parapet near the WeftGate at the fame time, 
(all pointing againft the New England Batteries, were 
filenced : TheCitadel was very much damaged : feveral 
Houfes in theCity entirely demoliihed, and almoft eve¬ 
ry one, more or lefs hurt; and Maurepas Gate, at the 
Eaftermoft Part of the City, fluttered : And as crofs 
Fires from theCannon andMortars of the Befiegers ran¬ 
ged through the Streets in every Part of the City, and 
through the Enemy’s Parades, whereby many were 
kill’d, it drove the Inhabitants out of their Houfes into 
Cafmates, and other cover’d Holds, where they were 
obliged to take Refuge for fome Weeks : And befides 
this, the Fire from the Grand Battery annoyed theBar- 
racks of the] fland Battery. . 

During this Time the New England Parties or 
Scouts fo thoroughly ranged the Woods, that they fel- 
dom returned without bringing in fome Prisoners; which 
very much confined the Enemy within their alls, who 
were conftantly worfted in all Skirmifhes, and repulfed 
in every Sally, which they made, frequently by an in¬ 
ferior Number of Men, and with very little lofs upon 
thefe Occafions fuftained on the Part of the New En¬ 
gland Men. 

On the 26th of May, after fome ineffectual Prepara¬ 
tions 
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tions for making an Attack upon the Enemy’s Ifland 
Battery, which is a ftrong Fort built on a rocky Bland, 
at the Entrance into the Harbour,mounted with ^oCan- 
nonof 28 Pound Shot, and having fonae Swivels upon 
its Bread: Work, and two Brafs to Inch Mortars, with 
j8q Men, it was at Night attempted by a Party of 400 
Men in Boats ; but from the Strength of the Place,and 
the Advantage which the Enemy had by being under 
Cover, and the AfTailants expofed in open. Boats, the 
Surf running high, the Men not being thoroughly ac¬ 
quainted with the bell: Place for Landing, and the Ene¬ 
my befides (as is molt probable) being apprized of their 
Defign, they were repulfed with the Lois of having a- 
bout fixty killed and drowned, and one hundred and fix- 
teen taken Prifoners ; however feveral of them got 
within the Enemy’s Battery and killed fome of them. 

It being judged extremely dangerous for hisMajefty’s 
Ships to enter the Harbour, till the Enemy could be 
annoyed in that Battery ; and thought after the lad At¬ 
tempt impracticable to reduce it by Boats, it was deter¬ 
mined to ereft a Battery near the Light-Houfe oppofite 
to it,and at 3400 Feet didance from it ;and the f: me was 
by the nth of June, notwithstanding the almoft infu- 
perable Difficulties, which attended the Drawing of the 
Cannon up a deep Bank and Rock,raifed in finch aMan- 
ner, as not to be expofed to more than four of the Ene¬ 
my’s Cannon, and at the fame Time to flank a Line of 
above 20 of their Guns ; and two 18 Pounders were on 
that Day mounted, and began to play ; by the 14th of 
June four more Cannon of 18 Pound Shot were added, 
and on the 15th a Mortar of 13 Inches was removed 
thither out of which 19 Bombs were thrown, 17 where¬ 
of fell within the Illand Battery, and one of them upon 
rite Magazine of Powder ; and this, together with the 
Fire from the Cannon of the Befiegers, which flanked 
the Enemy’s Cannon and Line of Barracks, fo annoy’d 
them, that they could not remain with Safety in any 
Part of the Fort. 
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And now the Grand Battery being in the Pofleflion 
_ of the New England Men, the Illand Battery (efteera- 
ed by the French the Palladium of Louis bourg) fo 
I much annoyed from the Light-Houfe Battery,that they 
I could not entertain Hopes of keeping it much longer ; 

] the North Eaft Battery damaged, and fo much expofed 
to the Fire from the new advanced Battery, that they 
could not (land to their Guns ; the circular Battery ru¬ 
ined, and all its Cannon but three difmounted ; whereby 
I the Harbour was difarmed of all its principal Batteries ; 
the Weft Gate of the City being demolifhed, and a 
Breach made in the adjoining Wall; the Weft Flank of 
" the King’s Baftion almoft deftroyed ; and mod of their 
I other Guns, which had been mounted during the Time 
I of the Siege, being filenced ; all the Houfes and other 
I Buildings within the City (fome of which were quite de- 
1 molifh’d) fo damaged, that but one among them was left 
I unhurt ; the Enemy extremely harrafted by their long 
I Confinement within their Cafmates ; and their Stock of 
| Ammunition being almoft exhaufted, Mr. ‘Duchambon 
* fent a Flag of Truce to the Camp on the '15th Day oF 
June in the Afternoon, defiringTime to confider of Ar¬ 
ticles of Capitulation; which was accordingly granted till 
next Morning, when they fent Articles which were re- 
I jefted, and others propofed in their Stead, and accepted 
by the Enemy : And Hoftages being exchanged on the 
fame Day for the Performance of the Articles, on the 
Day following, being the 17th of June (49 Days after 
the Nezu England Men landed upon the Ifland) the 
City was furrendered, and the Garrifon, confifting of a- 
bout 650 Regular Troops, and the Inhabitants of the 
City, being about 1300 effe&ive Men, befides Women 
and Children, made Prifoners by Capitulation, with the 
Lofs of no more than 101 Men killed by the Enemy, 
and all other Accidents from the Time of their Landing 
I to the Reduftion of the Place, with about 3 o who died 
I of Sicknefs. 

In the Articles of Capitulation propofed by Mr. Du- 
G ebam- 
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chambon f, it was provided, that upon his Surrender of 
the Ifland the Inhabitants fliould have their Option ei¬ 
ther to tranfport themfelves and their Moveables to 
France or Canada, or to remain in Cape Breton, and 
enjoy their Eftates there with the free Exercifc of their 
Religion; but former Experience of the mifehievous 
EfFe&s of the like Indulgence to the Inhabitants of 
1 Vova Scotia or jicadie by the Treaty of Utrecht, oc- 
cafioned the latter Part of the Propofal to be rejected, 
and they were only permitted, by theRatification of the 
Articles finally concluded on, to tranfport themfelves 
and their Effe&s either to France or Canada ; but not 
to remain in the Colony. 

Upon the Surrender of Louisbourg the Inhabitants 
of the Ifland of St. John's made their Submiflion, de- 
firing to be included in the Articles of Capitulation gran¬ 
ted to thofe of Cape Breton, and delivering Hoftages 
for the Performance of them on their Part, which was 
accordingly granted. 

During the Siege fome,of the New EnglandCrab.crs 
made a Defcent upon the Ifland of St. John's, in which 
they burnt fome Houfes, and committed other Ravages ; 
and Parties of the Bcficgers broke up all the Filhin'g 
Settlements at Cape Breton ; and on the 19th of May, 
.the Vigilant, a French Ship of War of 64 Guns,bound 
for Louisbourg with Ordnance Stores, fell in with the 
Mermaid of 40 Guns, Captain Douglas, who was 
cruizing at a fmall Diflance from Louisbourg, and by 
maintaining a running Fight decoyed the French Com¬ 
mander to follow him till he got in amongMr./^ arren's 
Ships,who took him after anEngagemcnt of fomeHours, 
in Sight of the Camp at Louisbourg ; which cut off 
from the Enemy all Hopes of any Succour, and gave 
gre>t Spirit to the LandForces in carrying on the Siege; 
and on the 14th of June, it was determined by the Ge¬ 
neral and Commodore to make an Attack by Land and 
Sea, as foon as his Majefty’sShips Sunderland and Can¬ 
terbury, 
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terbury, which were then daily expefted, fhould arrive ; 
accordingly the next Day all the Tranfports were or- 
dered off to take out the fpare Marts and Yards, and 
other Lumber of the Men of War ; and the Soldiers 
employed in gathering Mofs to barricade their Netting, 
and 600 of them were put on Board the King’s Ships 
at the Commodore’s Requeft to aflift in the Attack by 
Sea ; but the intended Aflault was prevented by the 
French Governor’s fending out a Flag of Truce, as is 
before mentioned, on the 16th, and the Surrender of 
the Fort and Batteries in the Harbour the Day follow¬ 
ing. 

The Attempt zgamfr Louis bourg not being yet known 
either in France, or any part of the Weft Indies, the 
Englijh, after they were in Pofleffion of it, kept the 
FrenchYhg flying in the Port for aDecoy to \hc French 
Ships bound thither ; this had its Effeft in drawing fevc- 
ral valuable Prizes to it ; particularly three homeward 
bound Ships from theSouth Sea and Baft Indies,\m\ng 
rich Cargoes on Board,to theAmount of above 600,000 / 
which were prevented from entering the Harbour, as 
they were making it, by fome of Mr. Warren s Squa¬ 
dron then lying there, which juft went out to makeCap- 
turcs of the French Ships before they could get in. 

It feems dubious, whether the taking of thefc Ships 
under fuch Circumrtances was a Capture within the In¬ 
tent of the King’s Proclamation,and intituled the Captors 
to the Benefit of them : If it was not, the Ships and 
their Cargoes belonged of Cout fe to the pttblick 1 rea- 
fure ; and, in fuch Cafe,would of themfelves have more 
than doubly paid the Nation’s Expence in theRedu&ion 
of the Ifland ; but this Point not being moved in the 
Court of Admiralty, where they were condemned, the 
Captures were treated as ordinary Captures at Sea, and 
the Ships and Cargoes adjudged as Prizes to the Officers 
and Crews of the Ships concerned in taking them. 

Upon Mr. Duvivier’s Arrival in France the preced¬ 
ing Winter, and reprefenting to the Court of V.erfailles 
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the weak State, he left Nova Scotia in, upon which 
Commiffion, as has been obferved, Mr. Duquefnel, the 
late Governor of Cape Breton, had fent him, it was de¬ 
termined to fit out an Armament from Bre/l for the Re¬ 
duction of it; and a Squadron of feven Ships accord¬ 
ingly failed from thence for Annapolis Royal, the Be¬ 
ginning of July 1745 > hut upon gaining certain Intel¬ 
ligence from a Veflel, which they took in their Paflage, 
that the Englijh were in PoflefTion of Louisbourg, and 
had a ftrong Squadron there, they defifted from profe- 
cuting their Enterprize againft Nova Scotia. 

The immediate Confequences of the Expedition were 
the recovering the Pofleffion of the Illand of Canfo, re- 
ftoring the Englijh Cod Fifhery, and breaking up that 
of the French ; the Capture of the greateft Part of 
the French Trade, which that Year palled through the 
Atlantic Ocean ; the freeing Nova Scotia of the At¬ 
tempts with which it had been continually harralfed from 
Canada the Year before, and the Prefervation of it a- 
gainft the Armament, which was fitted out from Brejl 
in July following. 

Soon after making thisAcquifition to his Majefty’s A- 
merican Dominions, a new Scene of Difficulties opened 
in providing for the Prefervation of it, till Troops could 
be fent from Europe to garrifon it; which was not done 
till the Spring following. 

Mach the greateft Part of the New-England Forces, 
cfpecially thofe of the MaJJachufets Bay, were (as hath 
been obferved) Farmers, who own’d valuable Freeholds 
in the Country, and entered into the Service with an 
Expectation of returning home as foon as the Siege was 
ended, without confidering the Neceffity offtaying to 
keep Pofleffion of Louisbourg, till they could be relieved 
by other Troops ; that Zeal and Ardour, which made 
them the foremoft to engage in the Expedition and en-' 
counter all Difficulties in making the Conqueft, when 
that was made, fooner abated in them, than it did in thofe 
yffiq had no Property in the Country, and were only 

Mercena- 
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Mercenaries in the Service : The Thoughts that their 
Husbandry Bufinefs and Families were both fufFering by 
their Abfence, made them uneafy at being detained at 
Louisbourg ; and this increafed by the inaftive Garrifon 
Duty, which fucceeded the Toils of the Siege, and a 
fait fcorbutic Diet (both which they had been unaccuf- 
tomed to) made them fickly, and loon grew into Dif- 
content; which fpread fo much, that the General ac¬ 
quainted the Majjachufets Governor , his Prefence was 
neceflary to allay it; and, in the mean time, to pacify the 
great Numbers, which daily prefled him for Difcharges, 
referred them to him,telling them that he had reprefent- 
ed their Cafe to the Governor, who only had Power to 
difcharge them, and would come to Louisbourg in a fhort 
time ; and defiring them to ceafe their Importunity for 
being difmifled only till his Arrival. 

Other Calls likewife required the Governor's, Prefence 
at Louisbourg ; a Notion that the Captors were intitled 
to the Soil of the Ifland had fo far prevailed there, that 
Mr. JVarren, in his firft Letter to him from thence after 
the Reduction of it, defired his Opinion upon that Point. 

Tho’ this Miftake was very palpable,as theExpedition 
was at firft fet on foot under a Proclamation of the King’s 
Governor, iftued by Virtue of his general Authority re¬ 
ceived from the Crown ; carried on by Officers under 
his Commiffion, iffued by the fame Authority ; the Sol¬ 
diers inlifted exprefsly into his Majefty’s Service for the 
Expedition ; both Officers and Men fubjefted to Courts 
Martial erefted by his Governor upon that Occafion ; 
and paid with the King’s Money (for fuch was everySum 
raifed to defray the Expence of the Expedition, being 
granted by Aft of Aflembly to his Majefty for that Ser¬ 
vice) all which was fignified to the Commodore in An- 
fwer to his Letter ; yet fo ftrongly had the Opinion 
been adopted, that it was ftill entertained, and a Day 
thought of for proceeding to make a Diftribution of part 
of the conquered Lands among fuch of the Officers and 
£>oldiers, as would engage to fettle upon them. 
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It was evident how ill concerted aMeafure this would 
prove, if in the End of the War his Majefty fhould think 
fit to make a Reftitution of Cape Breton xoFrance ; both 
on account of theDifappointments itmuft haveoccafion’d 
to thofe, who fhould have Lands afligned them, and the 
public Murmurs it might be attended with : A Court of 
Vice Admiralty was likewife appointed at Louisbourg 
(in derogation of the Jurifdi&ion of his Majefty’s high 
Court of Admiralty in England) for the Condemnation 
of the French Ships and their Cargoes; and Notice lent 
to the feveral Britijh Colonies upon the Continent, that 
Sale would be made of them under fuch Condemnation 
at a Time prefixed ; all which Proceedings, if carried 
into Execution, would probably have produced great 
Confufion; and it was therefore incumbent upon the 
Coruernor, under whofe Commilfion this Acquifition was 
made for his Majefty, and to whom confequently the 
Exercife of his Majelty’s Government within the new 
Colony appertained, until his Majefty’s Pleafure fhould 
be known, to ufe his utmoft Endeavours to prevent or 
re&ify. 

Another forcible Reafon for the Governor's repairing 
to Louisbourg was ; the Commodore had at firft taken 
and keptPofleifion of one or more of the Land Batteries, 
with his Marines ; and once taken the Keys of the City 
Gates into his Cuftody, and interfer’d in the Naval Of¬ 
fice : Thefe A<fts, though gone into by him on the hid¬ 
den, and but of a very fhort Continuance, were aggra¬ 
vated to the MaJJacbufetts Aftembly by inflammatory 
Reports from Louisbourg ;and, together with otherSteps 
he had taken, which they conceived derogatory to the 
Honour of the Province in the late Expedition, gave 
fuch Umbrage, that they were urgent to the laft De¬ 
gree with theGovernor to proceed direftly xoLouisbourg, 
and take the Government of it upon him ; promifing in 
his Abfcnce to encourage and forward the railing Re¬ 
cruits for relieving the Troops,which had been employ¬ 
ed in the Siege ; and to ufe every other Meafure for 
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fupporting the new Conqueft from Bojton ; all which, in 
the Temper they were thrown into, they would hare 
been flack in doing, if the Governor had not complied 
with their Defire; and befides, the Troops at Louis- 
bourg were impatient for his Arrival there : He therefore 
determined to proceed thither in his Majefty’s Ship Hec¬ 
tor, which Mr. JVarren had fent to Bojlon forthatPur- 
pofe, and waited for him. 

Before he embark’d, the commanding Officer of the 
Rhode-Ifland Troops, which were then juft raifed, ar¬ 
rived at Boflon ; with Difpatches from the Governor of 
that Colony, acquainting him, that the Troops were 
ready, and he had fent the Officer to him for his Or¬ 
ders : This being an acceptable Corps eje referve to¬ 
wards relieving the Troops at Louis bourg, and, as it 
happened, moft opportunely raifed than if they had 
affifted in the Siege, he ordered direCtly thither. 

Upon the Governor’s Arrival at Louisbourg a ge¬ 
neral Joy appeared in the Troops, which was ftill 
highten’d in the Men by an Expectation of having 
a lhort Day fix’d for their being relieved : on the other 
hand, the Necefflty which the Governor was under of 
difappointing thefe Hopes in a grert meafure, was no 
fmall Embarrafsment to him : It was thought moft ad- 
vifeable upon this Occafion,that he fhould fpeak to every 
Regiment feparately, and that Regiment (poke to firft, 
which was thought to be the leaft difeontented ; he ob- 
ferved to them, “ that it was a moftunreafonableNotion, 
“ which he heard fonae had entertained, that the Ex- 
“ pedition was to end with the Siege and Surrender of 
“ Louisbourg ; that they had entered into it, in order 
“ to make a Conqueft (which to their Honour they had 
“ happily effefted) for the Service of their King and 
“ Country, not to abandon it immedirtely after to the 
“ Enemy .• That for fecuring the Benefit of it, it was 
“ neceflary a fufficient Number of them ftiould keep 
“ PofTeflion till they could be relieved by other 
“ Troops,which he hoped would foon be done by fome 
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“ of his Majefty’s Regiments from Europe ; and in the 
“ mean time, till they fhould arrive, Recruits were 
“ railing in the Colonies for the fame Purpofe ; that as 
“ fait as they were tranfported to Louisbourg the Sol- 
“ diers of the prefent Garrifon fhould be fent Home ; 
“ and that he mould difeharge as many of them in pre- 
“ fent, as was confiftent with the Safety of the Place ; 
** that before he left2?0/7<?«,he had taken care to get their 
“ Bounty enlarged, and other Votes of Aflembly palled 
" in their favour; and for thofe, whofeLot it fliould be 
“ to remain in Garrifon fome time longer,nothing in his 

Power Ihould be wanting for their Eafe and Comfort 
“ in that Situation,” 

The Regiment firft fpoken to exprefled their Satis¬ 
faction in the Aflurances given them, by the ufual 
Acclamations on fuch Occalions ; which Example was 
followed by the reft ; and their lateUneafinefs fo great¬ 
ly fubfided, that for five or fixWeeks they went through 
every Part of their Duty with great Chearfulnefs and 
Alacrity ; particularly upon an Alarm of a FrencbS<\m- 
dron’s having pafled by, fuppofed to be deftined for 
*Annapolis Royal, on which Occaflon 600 Soldiers were 
waited on board Mr. Warren\ Squadron, which was 
upon the Point of failing to the Bay of Funda in queft 
of it, that Number entered as Volunteers into theSer- 
vice„ anl came on board his Ships in 14 Hours Time. 

At the End of fix Weeks an Uneafinefs again broke 
out among them, and grew much higher than the for- 
mer,towards railing which manyCircumftances concurred. 

A Sicknefs, which fwept off in the whole 15 or 
1600, daily : ncreafed among them : The Majfacbufetts 
Troops, which made three fourths of the Garrifon, had 
been difappointed in their Expectations of feveral things 
from the Aflembly ; the Cloaths and Woollens, they 
carried with them, were foon worn out in hard Duty 
during the Siege ; and a fufheient Quantity was not to 
be purchafed in the MaJJachufeU Province for relieving 
their immediate Wants, as the Aflembly had undertaken 

to 
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to do, that they might have them at the prime Cofts; 
the Pay allowed them had from the Beginning been 
much lefs than the Ertabliffiment for the Connecticut 
Troops; and their Families, according to the ufual 
Courfe of Colony Pay,couId receive no Part even of that 
till the End of their Service : And further, a new No¬ 
tion had been infufed into all the Troops, that three 
Months being elapfed frnce the Surrender of the Place, 
they had a Right to demand their Difmiffion ; which the 
greateftPart of them had entered into a Combination to 
do early the next Morning upon the public Parade be¬ 
fore the Fort. 

Late in the Afternoon before this Defign was to be 
pur in Execution, Information was given of it to the 
Governor ; whereupon two or three of the Ring-leaders 
were fecured, and the Men off Duty ordered into their 
Barracks. 

In a Council of War called upon thisOccafion it wae 
the unanimous Opinion, that the Pay of the Matfachu- 
fetts Troops ought from that Day to be raifed to the 
Connecticut Ertabliffiment; that if the Governor would 
give them an abfolute Promife, that that ffiould be dene, 
it would be fatisfaftory to them ; but that if he proceed¬ 
ed no further than to aflure them he Would exert his 
beft Endeavours with the Aflembly to have^their Pay 
raifed, their prefent Temper and Difcontent We fuch, 
as that it would have no effeft upon the Men. 

Orders were,given the fame Night, that an extraor¬ 
dinary Number of Officers ffiould continually walk the 
Rounds till Morning; and that the fcve^al Regiments 
•ffiould be very early drawn up at their fefpc&ive alarm 
Ports for the Governor to fpeak to them : Accordingly 
the Day following " he promifed the Mafachufettt 
“ Troops, that their prefent Pay of 25s. psr Month of 
the new Tenor Majjachufetts Currency, ffiould 
from that Day be raifed to 40X. to all fuch of them 
as ffiould be detained at Louisbourg till Spring ; ac¬ 
quainted them that for providing Cloaths for them, as 
H far 
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“ far as was in his Power, hejiad, two Months before, 
“ defired the Governor of New Tori and 'Penfilvania 
f to procure for him whatWoollens they could at New- 
“ York and Philadelphia upon his own Bills, in ad- 
« dition to what the Aflembly fhould be able to buy up 
y in Bojlon ; that he had lately received Advice that a 

large quantity of Woollens were fhipped for him from 
« Philadelphia, and that he expefted a fupply of 
“ Cloaths of all Kinds, and Bedding for them would 
“ Ipeedily arrive at Louisbourg ; that he had ordered 
« the Mufier-Rolls of every Company to be made up, 
“ and each Man’s Account dated ; and would take 
“ care upon his Return to Bojlon, that whatever was 
« due to any of them, fhould be forthwith paid to 
“ their refpeftiveOrders : And he informed the Troops 
“ in general, that he expetted a confiderable Number 
“ of Recruits were now upon their Paflage to Louis- 
“ bourg ; that he would difeharge by the Middle of 
“ October as many of thofe, who had ferv’d at the 
“ Siege as would reduce the Garrifon to 2000 ; which 
“ Number, it was abfolutely neceflary he fhould retain 
•< during the Winter for the Security of the Place ; and 
“ he would befidcs permit a Number, not exceeding 
“ thirty, fuch as the Army fhould pitch upon, to go 
“ to New-England upon Furlow, in order to procure 
^ fuch Neceflaries or Conveniencies for them, as they 
“ fhould defire.” 

Upon thefe Afiurances they were pacified, and no 
Difcontent appeared afterwards among them during the 
whole Time of their Service at Louisbourg. 

After the Governor’s coming to Louisbourg, all tho’ts 
of a Diftribution of the conquered Lands among the 
Captors were lay’d afide ; aScop was put to thePpoceed- 
ings of the new Court of Vice Admiralty, and intended 
Sale of the French Ships and Cargoes; all Points were 
fettled to general Satisfaction,and an Harmony fubfifted, 
the whole time between the Governor, General and 
Qommod.re ; the latter of whofe Conduct with regard 
to the fereral Po nt;, upon which the Majjachufetts 
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A (Terribly had conceived fome Difguft, the Governor 
ftated in fo juft a Light to them, that upon his recom¬ 
mending a Letter of Thanks to be fent him by the 
General Court for his public Services, a Vote was ac¬ 
cordingly pafled for paying the Compliments of thePro- 
vince to him, at the fame time that they voted the like 
to be fent to the General. 

The Conqueft of Cape Breton afforded the Englijb 
great Advantages for attempting theRedu&ion of Cana¬ 
da, as the PofTeflion of.it together with Nova Scotia, 
gave them the intire Command of the Gulf of St. Law¬ 
rence, and Entrance into the River Canada, lo that they 
had it then in their Power to cut off Quebec, in which 
confifts the principal Strength of the Country, from re¬ 
ceiving any Support from France: Many otherCircum- 
ftances likewife concurred to favour an Attempt againft 
it the next Year. 

It appeared from undoubted Accounts, that Niagara 
and Cadaraqui ( Frontenac) were then fo weak, that the 
French were apprehenfive, the firft News, they fhould 
hear would be, that the Englijb had taken thofe Forts ; 
efpecially as they could not fend a fufficient Number of 
Men from Canada to defend them for want of Provi- 
fions. 

The Weaknefs of the latter of thefePlaces was a moft 
material Circumftance ; as the fafeft and beft Way then 
for carrying Troops into the Enemy’s Country was by^ 
Ofwego, acrofs Lake Ontario, and down the River Iro¬ 
quois (called by the French St. Lawrence ) the Pallage 
through which to Montreal being with the Stream, may 
be made in four Days, and affords good Places for en¬ 
camping every Night free of Ambufcades, with a lafe 
Landing for the Men upon the I Hand of Montreal ■ 
from an Eminence on which, it is faid, it may be eajfily 
reduced in a few Hours ; and there is befides a fraall 
Ifland within Cannon Shot of the City, which was at 
that time without any Fortifications, and with not above 
twenty Inhabitants upon it, and being taken would have 
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greatly favoured the Attack of that Place ; fo that aDe- 
fcent made on Montreal by-200a. Troops through this 
Route, at the fame time that a like Body of them made 
another by Cbambly, acrofs the Lake Champlain, mull- 
have abfolutely fecured the Reduction of it. 

According to the belt Information, the Number of 
fighting Men in all Canada, including their regular 
Troops, did not then exceed 12,000 ; nor their Indians, 
which they call ‘Domicilies, or Relident within Canada, 
900 : And what were elteemed two very favourable 
Circumltances were, that the Government of Canada 
was, at that time, fo jealous of the Indians of the Six 
Nations, that the French Traders were llri&ly forbid to 
employ any of them in carrying their Goods over the 
Niagara Carrying-place, for fear they Ihould take a- 
way their Powder, and then feize upon the Fort ; and 
that upon the Redu&ion of Cape Breton, Canada was 
look’d upon by the Inhabitants to be in fo defperate a 
State, that it was thought, if it was made known there, 
that fuch of them, as would not take up Arms again!! 
the Englijb, Ihould be permitted upon theReduftion of 
the Country to remain there, and enjoy their Eftates 
and Fortunes, and that fuch, who did take up Arms, 
Ihould be oblig’d to leave Canada, and forfeit their 
Edntes, not one Man in ten would appear in Arms. 

The Governor therefore concertedMeafures with the 
General and Mr. Warren, then lately made Admiral 
Warren, who both agreed with him in Sentiment, for 
forming an Attempt again!! it the nextYear ; and before 
his leaving Louisbourg, he and the Admiral propofed 
the making one in a joint Letter to his Majefty’s Minif- 
ters for their Confideration. 

November the 30. The Governor having flayed at 
Lcuisbourg as long as theSeafon of the Year would per¬ 
mit, and the Occafions of his Majefty’s Service in his 
Government of the Majjachufetts Bay would allow of 
his Abfence, and done every thing in his Power for the 
Security of the new Acquifition, until his Majefty’s 

Troops, 





Troops, which were expe&ed very early in the Spring, 
ftiould arrive to take polTeflion of it, embarked for Bof- 
ton ; where he landed in the beginning of December. 

The Spring following an Expedition by Land and 
Sea was formed by his Majefty’s Orders in England for 
the Reduftion of Canada, under the Command of Lieut. 
General St. Clair, to be attempted with eight Battalions- 
of regular Forces in conjun&ion with fuch Troops, as 
could be raifed in time for it in North America ; to¬ 
gether with a Squadron of his Majefty’s Ships under the 
Command of Rear Admiral JVarren. 

Upon this Occafion the general Plan,which had been 
concerted in England for that Service, was tranfmitted 
to the Governor of the MaJJachufetts Bay, with his 
Majefty’s Orders to him.that upon the Arrival of Lieut. 
General St. Clair at Louisbourg he Ihould proceed 
thither with fuch Troops,as he was able to raife by that 
Time within his own Government, in order to confult 
with the General and Admiral upon the moft advifeable 
Scheme for effefting the Conqueft of Canada ; and ac¬ 
quainting him that in cafe they and he ftiould think,that 
any other Plan might be more practicable, it would be 
left to them three to do as they Ihould think proper. 

By the Plan lent from England it was propofed that 
the Troops to be raifed in the MaJJachufetts Bay, New 
Hampfloire,Connecticut, and Rhode IJland ftiould ren¬ 
dezvous at Louisbourg as foon as poftible, and proceed 
up the River St. Lawrence with his Majefty’s Ships and 
the regular Troops to Quebec ; and thofe raifed in the 
Colonies of New York, Penfilvahia, Maryland and 
Virginia Ihould rendezvous at Albany, in order to pro¬ 
ceed from thence acrofs the Country by Land to Mont¬ 
real, as foon as they Ihould receive Intelligence that his 
Majefty’s Ships had entered the River St. Lawrence, 
and form the Siege of that Place. 

As to the particular Number of Men to be raifed in 
any of the Provinces, that was not limited by his Ma- 
jefty j but it was fignified in his Inftruclions to his Go- 
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vernors, that his Majefty hoped the Troops, which 
fhould be raifed in the feveral Colonies, would amount 
in the whole to at lead 5000. 

Whilft Preparations were making in England and the 
the Britijh Colonies in North America for profecuting 
this Enterprize,the French were employed in fitting out 
an Armament from Brejl and the JVeJl Indies, which, 
in Conjunftion with a Body of Land Forces to be raifed 
in Canada , was deftined for the Reduction of Nova 
Scotia. 

The Quota’s of Troops raifed in the feveral Colonies 
concerned in the Expedition againfl Canada were as fol¬ 
lows ; the MaJJachufets Bay, which is ever the leading 
Province in all Enterprizes for his Majefty’s Service and 
the common Caufe, fet the firft Example upon this im¬ 
portant Occafion ; and notwithftanding it had loft near 
2000 of its fightingMen in the Service of the preceding 
Year, granted a Bounty for encouraging the inlifting of 
jyoo, with fuch a Sum as fhould be neceflary for de¬ 
fraying the Expence of Tranfports and Provifions for 
them : A Bounty was given by the Province of New 
York for enlifting 1600 ; by the Colony of Connedicut 
for 1000 ; by New Hampfiire for 500 ; by Rhode 
I (land for 300 ; by the New Jerfies for 500 ; by Ma¬ 
ryland for 300 ; by Virginia for 100 ; and 400 Men 
were raifed in Penfdvania ; amounting in the whole to 
8200, exclufivc of the four Independent Companies of 
New York, whofe Complement is 100 Men each. 

The Colony Troops were raifed with great Difpatch ; 
and, though the Packets containing his Majcfty’s Orders 
for the feveral Governors did not arrive at Boflon till the 
latter End of May, yet the Maffachufets Forces with 
their Tranfports were got ready to proceed to Louif- 
bourg by the Middle of July. 

The mod commodious Route for the March of 
Troops with Artillery from Albany to Montreal being 
over the Lake Iroquois, commonly called Lake Cham¬ 
plain, by Fort St. Frederick upon Point de Cheveux, 
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called by the Englijh Crown Point ; the Redaction of 
that Fort was thought very material - though it fhould 
not prove any great Obftru&ion to a large Body of For¬ 
ces in palling by it, yet it was not advifeable to leave it 
on their Backs ; efpeciafty as the Paflage acrofs the 
Lake ought to be open for a Communication of Intelli¬ 
gence between the Colonies and Army, as alfo for the 
Tranfportation of Provifions, Stores, and even Rein¬ 
forcements, which it might be neceflary to fend after it 
in Support of the Siege of Montreal. 

Exclufive of this, there were two other very ftrong 
Reafons for making this Attempt; the Weftern Fron¬ 
tiers of New England and the Province of New York 
as far as the City of Albany, had experienced mod mif. 
chievous Effefts from this Fort; it ferved the French as 
a Place of Rendezvous to fit out Parties from, both of 
Canadeans and Indians to make Incurfions and Depre¬ 
dations upon the adjacent Territories of the Englijh, 
which they had greatly galled even during that War, 
burning and deftroying the wholeVillage of Sarahtoga , 
and Fort MaJJachuJets itfelf ; and was likewife a Place 
of Safety for them,upon theirRetreat from any of thefe 
Enterprizes : It was befides abfolutely neceflary to em¬ 
ploy as foon as poflible the Indians of the Six Nations, 
who were much depended upon for their Afliftance in 
this Attempt ; as the Englijh had loft their goodOpini- 
on and Refpett, together with their former Attachment 
to their Intereft in nothing more than fuffering the 
French to build this Fort,fo nothing could more retrieve 
their Influence over them, and all the Indians depen¬ 
dent upon them, than the Redufiion of it : The Acqui¬ 
sition therefore of this Fort, in cafe even of the other 
Parts of the Expedition’s being dropped or attended 
with Misfortune in the Profecution of it, would in a 
great meafure, of itfelf, recompenfc the Northern Co¬ 
lonies for their Expence in it. 

As therefore the Seafon of the Year was advancing, 
the Armament from England not arrived at Lauisbourg, 
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and an Attempt for the Reduction of this Fort befon 
the Englify Fleet had entered the River St. Lawrenc 
was not a material Variation from the general Plan for 
med in England, and would redeem Time for carryini 
on the Siege of Montreal, the Governor of the Moffo, 
chufets Bay propofed to Admiral Warren, who wa 
joined with him and General St. Clair to fettle thePlai 
of Operations for the general Expedition, to employ ii 
prefent a fufficient Part of the Colony Troops, as w t\ 
thole of New England as of the Southern Provinces,ir 
an Attempt againft theFort at Crown Point ; which wa: 
accordingly agreed upon, and the neceflary Difpofnion: 
concerted between them, and the Governor of Ne « 
1 ork, who then had the chief Command of theSoutherr 
Troops, and was hearty for the Enterprize. 

In Augu/l 1746 Mr. De Ramfay entered Minas 
with a Body of 1700 Canadeans and Indians with De¬ 
sign* as was then apprehended, to work upon the Ac a- 
dians to take up Arms againft the Englijh, and in cafe 
he could not effeft it that tear, to winter there, and pre¬ 
pare them for it againft the enfuing Spring : But it af¬ 
terwards appeared, that his principtf View was to be 
ready to join in an Attack upon the Fort at Annapolis 
Royal, as foon as the Armament fitted out from Brefl 
the fame Year under the Command of Duke ‘D'Anville 
for the Reduction of Nova Scotia Ihould arrive in the 
Bay of Funda ; in expiation of which he proceeded to 
the DiftriCt of Annapolis River, and encamped within 
one Mile and an half of the Fort. 

The MaJJacbufets Governor, upon receiving Intelli¬ 
gence from Mr. Mafcarene of Mr. T>e Ramfey' sMotions, 
determined to fend ryoo of the Maffachufets Troops 
to Annapolis Royal, to prevent theExecution of his De- 
fgns, the Remainder of them being then deftined to 
make an Attempt againft the French Fort at Crown 
Point, in Conjunction with thofe of Ncw-York and the 
Southern Governments; and ordered 600 of them to be 
forthwith embarked ; Admiral Warren, who was then 
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at Bojlon, ordered at the fame time his Majerty’s Ship 
Chejler from thence to reinforce the Ships in Annapolis 
Harbour : The Cbefter arrived in a few Days at An- 
napohs, and 400 of the New England Forces foon after. 

About the fame time Mr. Conflans arrived before 
Chebufto (now Halifax) with four capital Ships from 
Cape Francois under Orders to join Duke D’Anvi/le ■ 
but after cruizing there fome Days without hearing any 
thing of his Squadron,and imagining that the Deftination 
of it was altered, quitted the Coaft ; Notice of the Ap¬ 
pearance of thefe Ships was foon brought to Bojlon by 
Fifhermen off thofe Banks ; but as they difappeared fo 
foon, the Alarm, they occafion’d, iafted not long. 

SomeDays after theDeparture of Mr. Conflans, Duke 
jJ Anvtlle arrived in Chebufto Harbour with a few 
Ships, after a tempeftuous Paflage, which had difperfed 
his Squadron at Sea ; and not finding any of the reft 
there was fo much affefted with that and other Difafters 
of his Voyage, that he deftroyed hitnfelf in two or three 
Days and was buried privately upon a fmall Ifland in 
the Harbour. The Remainder of the French Ships 
except one or two, which were loft upon their PafTage 
arrived by degrees at Chebufto, a few Days after, in a 
mattered Condition,with the Men in a very fickly State • 
the Number of thefe Ships was fo large,and their Force 
10 great, that they had the Appearance of a very for- 
midable Armament, and gave a general Alarm along the 
whole Coaft as far Weftward as New-Tork : A Vifit be¬ 
ing daily expected from them at Bojlon, the Governor 
within three Days, drew 8 or 10,000 of the Militia of 
the Province thither to oppofe the landing of Troops ; 
and the AfTembly, upon this Occafion, gave him an un- 
limitedPower to ftrenethen theWorks at CaJllePFilliam, 
and do whatever he fhould think necefTary for the im- 
mediate Defence of the Harbour in confequencc of 
which, Preparations were made for blocking up the En¬ 
trance of the Channel there,and to give the Ships a pro- 
per Reception in their Approach 'to the Town ; and 
within a few Weeks fuch additional Works were made 
I to 
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to Cajlle William, as have rendered it, for its Extern 
die moft confiderable Fortrefs by Sea in his Majefty’ 
American Dominions. 

An Englijb Admiral then lay in Louisbourg Harbon 
with feven of his Majefty’s Ships of the Line well ap 
pointed and ftrongly mann’d ; and at the fameTime th 
Arrival of A&tsforiALeJtotk with thej&Vg//>Squadron am 
Armament fromEwg/a/^deftihed to be employed up th 
River St. Lawrence in the Expedition of Canada, wa 
daily exported on the Coaft ; the MaJJachufetts Gc 
vernor, to give the former of thefe Admirals the be] 
Intelligence, that could be obtained of the Strength o 
the French Squadron, fent a frnall Schooner to recon 
noitre it in Chebufto Harbour, and carry him a diftim 
Account of it; which was executed ; and from the Con 
dition, in which it was found, ittoas thought by the bei 
Judges, that the Ships, which the Englijb Admiral ha 
with him at Louisbourg were of ftifficient Force to hav 
attacked and deftroyed the French Ships in Chebufto 
which he was much prefled to attempt by a Sea Com 
mander of great Diftinrtion, then Governor of Cap 
Breton ; and at the fame time the MaJJachufetts Go 
vernor fent three frnall Veflels to cruize on feveralPart 
of the Coaft, in order to fall in with Admiral Lejlock ’ 
Squadron, which was (fill expefted in America, to giv 
him Information of the French Ships, and pilot him in 
to Chebufto ; which mu ft have fecured the utter De 
ftrurtion of the French Squadron. 

During the Confternation, which the Appearance o 
th'e Breft Squadron at firft occafioned, Nova Scotia 
and the Garrifon of Annapolis Royal, with the Ships ii 
the Harbour were in. the general Opinion given up fo 
loft ; whereupon the MaJJachufetts Governor, defiftei 
from fending more Troops to Annapolis ; but it after 
wards appeared, that the Detachment of Troops fen 
laft from Boflon, and the Chejlcr eventually proved th 
Pfefervation of the Garrifon and Province ; for fooi 
'after their Arrival at Annapolis, Mr. De Ramfay wb 
had then advanced within leis than a Mile and half o 
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the Garrifon, and encamped in open View of it, appre¬ 
hending the Number of Troops to be double what they 
were, and that another large Embarkation of them, with 
a greater Sea Force was foon to follow, and defpairing 
of the Arrival of the French Armament that Year, (the 
time by which it was expe&ed upon theCoaft being long 
elafped) fuddenly decamped, fent 12 00 of his Troops 
back to Canada, and retired with the Remainder to 
Minas ; from whence he communicated the falfeAlarm, 
he had taken at Annapolis Royal to Mr. La Jonquiere, 
who fucceeded Duke D 7 Anville in his Command at 
Cbebutto ; which, as it afterwards appeared from the 
Examination of feveral intelligentMerchants and others, 
who had been carried Prifoners into Chebudlo by French 
Cruizers, (whilft the Armament lay there) and were 
converfant with the French Officers, prevented Mr. 
Jonquiere from fending fome light Frigates up the Bay 
of Funda with Troops, Ordnance Stores and Artillery ; 
as indeed it cannot be reafonably doubted that he would 
have done, had not the Reinforcement been fent to An¬ 
napolis Mr. De Ramfay had remained with his Par¬ 
ty before the Garrifon ; in which Cafe, he muff have in¬ 
fallibly made himfelf Mailer of JS 7 ova-Scotia. . . 

In the Beginning of November Mr. La Jonquiere, 
after having fpent about eight Weeks in Chebuclo Har¬ 
bour in recovering his Men from their fickly State, and 
repairing his Ships, fome of which he burnt in the Har¬ 
bour, partly for want of Men to navigate them without 
too much weakening his other Ships,and partly for want 
of the Means of repairing them, failed out of the Har¬ 
bour, fleering his Courfe for the Bay of Funda ; but 
upon his making Cape Sable, with an Appearance of a 
Defign to .fend at leaf! fome of his Ships up the Bay to 
look in at Annapolis, an excedivc hard Ga-le drove him 
off the Coaft, and difperfed his Ships : However, a few 
Days after, two of them returned, one of which, a 50 
.Gun Ship, went up the Bay, expecting (as was fuppofet;) 
r to find the reft there, as high o,s the Narrows, but l eing 
difeovered from the Fort, and thereupon ch?CQdb^ the 
Cheper, fhe efcaped out of the Bay. . ' Thus 
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Thus ended this Expedition of the mod formidable 
Armament, that was ever fitted out againft the Coaft of 
North America, and which, including the four capital 
Ships Mr. Conflans brought from Cape Francois, was 
computed to confift of near half the naval Force of 
France : To compleat their Series of Cataftrophes, 
fome of them were loft, and others taken in theirReturn 
Home ; and another mifchievous Effeft of theirExpedi- 
tion was, that Mr. La Jonquiere, by his Prefents of the 
Cloaths of the Seamen and Soldiers, who died on board 
his Ships of a contagious Diftemper, to the Cape Sable 
Indians in the French Intereft, communicated the In¬ 
fection, and deftroy’d near two-thirds of them. 

In the mean time Difpofitions went on for preparing 
the Attempt againft Crown Point, in forwarding which 
at ^ 4 /Z>a«y,fupplyingNeceftaries for the Southern Troops, 
and engaging the Indians of the Six Nations in it, the * 
Governor oi New Fork had many Difficulties to drug¬ 
gie with, which he furmounted ; and Preparations had 
proceeded fo far, that Battoes were provided for the 
l ranfportation of the Men, Artillery, and Stores acrofs 
Lake Champlain ; Ordnance Stores and Provifions were 
lent from Bofion, and a Train of Artillery from New 
Fork to the Fort at Saratoga •, and by the Middle of 
Oflcber iyoo of the MaJJacbufets Troops were upon 
their March from Albany to join thofe of the Southern 
Governments. 

However, the general Alarm which had been occafi- 
oned by the Appearance of the French Armament upon 
the Coaft of Nova Scotia had fufpended the Profecution 
of the intended Attempt till the Seafon of the Year was 
lo far advanced, that one or more of the Colonies con¬ 
cerned in it judged it too late to proceed, and refufed to 
join with tbe Province of the MaJJacbufets Bay ; and a 
Difunion of Councils in this Point finally prevented its 
being carried into Execution. 

Mr. He Ramfay ftili remained in Nova Scotia, with 
about 500 Canadians and Indians, Part in Chiegneclo 
and Part at Minas ; the Inhabitants of the former of 
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thcfe DiftriCte were openly devoted to the French Inter- 
eft, thole of Minas and Annapolis River at that time 
wavering ; his Scheme was to Winter in theProvince,and 
gain over the wholeBody of Acadians to take up Arms, 
and join with him in an Attempt upon theFort at Anna¬ 
polis Royal early in theSpring : To compafs this he fum- 
mon’d the Deputies of all the Diftri&s to attend him ; 
told them he had Intelligence that the Governor of the 
Majfachufets Bay was fending a large Body of Troops 
from New England to force them off their Pofleflions, 
and exhorted them to join him, and ftand upon theirDe- 
fence ; and he had proceeded fo far with them as to in¬ 
duce them to promife to make Report of what he had 
propofed to them, to their refpe&ive Principals, and let 
him know their Refolutions by a limited time. 

There appeared Danger in this Scheme ; had Mr. 
2 )e Ramfay been fuffer’d to go on unmolefted in his 
Practices upon the Inhabitants during the whole Winter, 
what EfFeCts he might have wrought on fomc of them 
by his Perfwafions, upon others by Menaces, was uncer¬ 
tain ; but if he had lucceeded,it muft have hazarded the 
Lofs of the whole Province by the cnfuing Spring : To 
counteract therefore Mr. T)e Ramfay and fruftrate his 
Defigns, the Majfachufets Governor determined, though 
the Winter was then far advanced, to attempt driving 
him out of Minas, as foon as a frefh Recruit of Troops 
could be fent to Annapolis Royal. 

In the mean time, to prevent him from making any 
Progrefs in gaining over the Inhabitants, he immediately 
tranfmitted from Bojlon toGovernor Mafcarene a Num¬ 
ber of printed Copies of a Declaration tranflated into 
French, and figned by himfelf, to be difpcrfed through¬ 
out theDiftrifts of Minas and Annapolis River ; where¬ 
in he aftured the Deputies and Inhabitants, " that fuch 
of them as Ihould remain firm in their Allegiance to 
“ his Majefty fliould be protected in the Pofteflion of 
their Lands and juft Rights, according to the Treaty 
" o {Utrecht ; letting them know at the fame time,that 
“ he Ihould very foon fend a fufficient Force to Minas 
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*• to remove Mr. T)c Ramfay and hisParty from*thence, 
/< and proteft them f rom the Infults of the French and 
« their Indians ; and in particular alluring them, that 
« the King’s Soldiers fhould not live upon free Quar- 
« ter, nor be fuffered to commit A&s of Violence or 
« Maroding among them, but that they fhould be fully 
« fatisfied for all the Provifions and other NecefTanes, 
« which they fhould fupply the Troops with during 
** their being quarter’d among them.” 

Thefe Declarations arrived very feafonably at Anna¬ 
polis ; Mr. Mafcarene found means to difperfe them 
among the Deputies and Inhabitants before the Day, by 
which they were required to give Mr. De Ramfay. their 
Anfwer, and they had the EfTeft to make them unani¬ 
mous in declaring to the French Commander their Re- 
folution to truft to the AfTurances given them by the Go¬ 
vernor of the Maffachufets Bay, of being protected in 
the Enjoyment of their Eftatcs by the King or Great 
Britain, and abfolutely refufing to take up Arms and 
join with the Canadians : And they immediately fignifi- 
ed the fame to Mr. Mafcarene, with their fcveral Addrcf- 
fes to Mr. Shirley, thanking him for the Protean he 
had promifed them, and declaring theirRefolutions to be 
loyal Subje&s to the King. . . 

In die latter End of November and Beginning 
of ‘December, the Troops deftined for Minas em¬ 
bark’d at Boflon for Annapolis Royal ; one of the 
Tranfports with the greateft Part of the Soldiers on 
board was loft in its Palfage upon the Rocks near Monts 
‘Defcrts, the Remainder arrived fafe ; and in a fewDays, 
being ftrengthened with a Party from the Garrifon, em¬ 
bark’d for Minas, and entered Grand Pre, the chief 
Town in thatDiftri&,about the latter End of ‘December. 

The French Commander upon having Intelligence of 
their Arrival at Annapolis, and their Embarkation for 
Minas, had quitted theDiftrift and retired with his Par¬ 
ry to Schievnedo, the extreme Part of the Pemn- 
iula : TheSeafon being extremely fevere hindered the 
.New England Men from immediately following uni 
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thither, as the commanding Officer had Orders to do; 
fo that they determined to wait till the Rigour of it was 
abated. 

On the laft Day of January the French Commander 
having gained Intelligence of their being diftributed in 
Quarters at a great Diffance from each other, and being 
fecretly encouraged with the Promife of Affiftance from 
fome of the Inhabitants, made a March, which was tho’t 
impracticable in that Seafon of the Year, through the 
Woods with a Party of Canadians and Indians ; and 
taking the Advantage of a violent Snow Storm, which 
had lafted 3 6 Hours, entered the Town immediatly af¬ 
ter, at Midnight, and furrounded moft of them in their 
Quarters ; the greateft Part of whom were killed, woun¬ 
ded or taken Prifoners : In the mean time, thofe Par¬ 
ties which were not furrounded, marched out and forced 
their Way through the Enemy to the Guard-Houfe, 
being a large defenfible Stone Building, fituated 
in the middle of the Town ; and fome others, 
which had been furrounded, beat off the Party which 
attacked them and recovered it : The next Morning two 
Companies marched out of the Guard-Houfe to make 
an Attempt upon the Enemy’s headQuarters, but having 
been furprized without their Snow Shoes, and finding 
in the March, that the Snow was too much drifted for 
them to reach the Enemy, after having made two Dif- 
charges of Mufquetry upon them, they were obliged ro 
defift from their Attempt : The Hay following Mr. La 
Come, who then commanded the French and Indians, 
propofed a Parley, which was agreed to ; and afterwards 
that each fliould bury their Dead ; Terms of Capitula¬ 
tion were then offered to the New England Men ; the 
Subftance of which was, that upon furrendering thcFort, 
they fhould have leave to march out with Drums beating 
and Colours flying, and other ulual Honours of War ; a 
fufficient Quantity of Ammunition and Provifions allow¬ 
ed to ferve them in their March back to Jdnnafyolis ; and 
Neceflaries for carrying off their Sick and Wounded; 
the New Eng!and "Troops to quit Nltnas-, and not to 
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take up Arms in any Part of Nova Scotia during the 
Term of one Year. 

Upon this a Council of War was held, and the Gar- 
rifon fubmitted to the Terms propofed. 

The killed, wounded andPrifoners taken in thisAflion 
by the French amounted to about 160, and the Number 
of Canadians and Indians killed and wounded by the 
New EnglandMen was computed at between 50 and 60. 

The New England Men being thus obliged to retire, 
Mr. La Come quitted Minas in afew Days, leaving the 
Command of a fmall Party there with an inferior Officer. 

Upon gaining this Advantage Mr. T>c Ramfay fent 
Declarations to the French Inhabitants in the Name of 
th eGovernor of Canada, which were publicly polled up, 
■requiring them to take up Arms, whenever they ffiould 
be call’d upon by him, againft the Englifh, on pain of 
Death, having their Houfes burnt, and theirEffates con- 
£fcated ; and with thefe he publilh’d the Bilhop of 
Quebec's Declaration, pronouncing them abfolv’d from 
their former Oaths of Fidelity to theKing of Great Bn - 
tain : On the other hand th eGovernor of theMaffacbu- 
fets Bay, to cut off all Pretenfions of a Right ofConqueft 
totheDiftrift of Minas ,which might be grounded on the 
Capitulation at Grand Pre, recommended it toLieutenant 
Governor Mafcarene to fend there whatTroops he could 
fpare out of the Garrilon, who were not reftrained by 
the late Capitulation from bearing Arms, to repollefs 
themfelves of the Diftria of Minas, and bring as many 
of the FrencbDepuhes as they could to Annapolis Royal 
to renew their Oaths of Fidelity to his Majelty. 

Accordingly, foon after, Mr. Mafcarene fent out a 
Party of Rangers with orders to land at Grand Pre ; 
purfuant to which the commanding Officer landed there 
and furprized fome of the Inhabicans, who informed him 
that the Canadians apprehending that another Defcent 
might be made upon them from Annapolis by a frelh 
Party of Troops, and not thinking themfelves lafe at 
Minas, had abandon’d it and marched back to Schieg- 
netlo j which the Qffcer upon entering the Body of the 

Town 
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Town found true ; and after takingPofTeflion of theDif- 
maby erefling the Englifh Standard upon the Guard- 
Houie, &c. and feizing fuch of the Deputies and Inha¬ 
bitants, as he thought moft proper to carry to Annapolis 
Royal, returned thither. 

Soon after this, Mr. T>e Ramfay evacuated the Pro¬ 
vince of all his Troops, and returned with them to Ca¬ 
nada- and the Province, being thus cleared of the 
Canadians, remained quiet from any Attempts of the 
French, during the Remainder of the War. 

In September 1747, the Governor of the Mafachu- 
fets Bay received his Majefty’s Orders, fignifying his 
royal Approbation of the Preparations, he had made for 
the intended Expedition againft Canada, and directing 
h'm in Conjunction with .Admiral Knowles, then Go¬ 
vernor of Cape Breton, to disband xkit American Troops 
rais’d for that Service, retaining fuch aNumber of them, 
as they fhould judge neceflaryfor theProte&ion of Nova 
Scotia ; to colleCt and liquidate the Accounts oftheEx- 
pence incurred by the feveral Governments on account 
of the Expedition, and tranfmit them to be laid before 
his Majefty. 

Purfuant to the former Part of thefe Orders Mr. 
Knowles and he retained 6 Companies of 70 Men each 
for the Defence of AT ova Scotia, and it appearing ne- 
ceffary for the Protection of the Province that fome Shin 
of War fhould be ftationed at Annapolis Royal, th cGo- 
vernor of the Majfachufets Bay fent the Mafachufets 
Frigate, the Province Guard-Ship of 20 Carriage Guns 
upon that Service. 

Upon this Occafion Mr. Mafcarene, whofe flngular 
Prudence and Vigilance omitted no Opportunity of re¬ 
minding the Acadians of theirDuty, and exhorting them 
to confult their own Intereft by their Fidelity to the 
King’s Government, wrote the following Letter to the 
Deputies of the three DiftriCfs. 

“ Meffieurs, 

" Though I am much preffed and embarrafTed with 

Bufinefs, I will not however let this Opportunity flip 
K ‘ ** without 
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r without writing to you, left fome ill intention’dPdrfons 
‘ fhould have room to fpread falfeReports among you, 
< which might occafion you fome Trouble. 


« Mr. Shirley has received from Court exprefsOrders 

< watch over the Safety of this Province, and to em- 
‘ ploy all the Means and all the Forces that his Excel- 

< lency fhall judge necefTary, but always with the Dil- 

< pofitions conformable to the Aflurances thclnhabitants 

< have received,that whilft they fhall behave thcmfelves 
‘ as good Subjects to his Britannick Majefty (as they 

< are bound to it by their Oath) they fhall be treated 
• as hisMajefty’s own natural Subje&s ; in confequence 
t 0 f thefe Orders there is arrived here a 20 Gun Ship, 
‘ and we expeft another foon with Tranfports and 
>< Troops befides thofe already arrived ; this is what I 

< thought, I ought to let you know, and to join my 
« Exhortations that you may behave in fuch a manner 
“ as is convenient for your reaping the Benefit of the 
“ good Difpofitions, his Majefty has towards you, to 
(< which you will always find me ready to contribute as 
" much as is in my power, and you will give meOcca- 
" lion by your good deportment to do. 

} J ° « I am, &c” 



The MaJJachufets Governor had had the Care of the 
Government of Nova Scotia in a great meafure com¬ 
mitted to him during the War ; and his Majefty having 
approved of his Proceedings for preserving the Acadi¬ 
an* in their Allegiance, and preventing them from re¬ 
volting to the French, was plea fed to ratify all the Pro- 
mifes and Declarations Mr. Shirley, had made them,and 
authorize him to idue a Declaration in AAName to them, 
to adure them of bis Performance of what he had pro- 
mifed them, and to add fuch other Matters therein as 
Mr. Shirley fhould think moft conducive to hisMajefty s 
Service in that Province. 

In the fame Year the MaJJachufets Governor receiv¬ 
ed his Maiefty’s Orders to form a Plan of CivilGovern- 
J 1 mem 
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ment for the Province of Nova Scotia, and to draw up 
fuch a Scheme for fortifying it, as he judg’d was requi- 
fite for putting it into a State of Security ; and to tranf- 
mit them to the Secretary of State’s Office to be laid 
before his Majefty. 

The Inhabitants of Schiegnetto had ever fince the 
Treaty of Utrecht diftinguilhed themfelves above thofe 
of the other two Diftricts of Nova Scotia, by a refracto¬ 
ry Behaviour towards his Majefly’s Government; in 
which they were encouraged by their remote Dillance 
from Annapolis Royal, and conftant Intercourfe with 
the French of Canada, and were now become juftly 
fufpe&ed and dangerous to the Safety of it. 

The MaJJachufets Governor therefore, in his Plan 
for fortifying the Province propofcd that this Diflrift, 
which lay mod expofed to the fudden Attacks of the 
French, and the furtheft from being fuccour’d in cafe 
of an Aflault, ffiould be fecured as foon as might be, by 
a ftrong Fortrefs upon the Ifthmus,capable of holding a 
large Garrifon, to be built upon the Spot, where rhe 
French afterwards built Beau Sejour ; and the whole 
Ifthmus between the Bafin of Schiegnetto and Bay Verte 
fecured with a Line of Block-Houfes placed at conve¬ 
nient Diftances; and that the Inhabitants of the Dif- 
tri£t fhould be removed either to feme Parts of the Pro¬ 
vince more under the Infpeftion and Check of his Ma- 
jefty’s Governor at Annapolis Royal ; or into fome o- 
ther of his Majefty’s Colonies, where they fhould have 
equivalent Lands given them ; and that Proteftant Set¬ 
tlers, whofe Fidelity and Attachment to his Majefty’s 
Government might be depended on, fhould be tranf- 
planted to Schiegnefto in their Room ; which was not 
difapprov’d of. 

It will be difficult to ftrike the Line between the Ra¬ 
tification of the Treaty of Aix la Chapelle, in which it 
was ftipulated, that the controverted Limits of this Pro¬ 
vince fhould be determined by Commiftaries appointed 
on the Part of Great Britain and France, and the 
French's feizing feveral Parts of the Country which 
were in difpute. Nq 
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No fooner was the Treaty concluded, than they fent 
a Party into St. John's River to take Pofleflion of it ; 
and their Incroachmcnts grew fo fart in everyPart of the 
Peninfula, that after the narrow Efcapes and fignal Deli¬ 
verances, it had during the War, if Providence had not 
again interpofed in its Favour, by railing up a * Britifh 
Minifter for the immediate Settlement and Protection of 
it ; to whofe peculiar Talents, Vigilance and Spirit for 
effecting the great Service, the Nation owes its prefent 
Poffeffion of Nova Scotia, the whole Province would 
have been fwallowed up and loft in French Incroach- 
ments, even during the fhort Interval of the late Peace. 

If any thing after obferving thefe Incroachmcnts, 
which followed fb clofe upon thcTreaty, can be wanting, 
to fhew that France, at the Time of making the Peace, 
had determined to take the firft favourable Opportunity 
of violently feizing upon thcProvincc; and was preparing 
every Mcafure, which could pave the Way for it ; the 
Behaviour of the Governor of Canada, and Bifhop of 
Quebec at this Juncture muft put it out of queftion. 

As their Proceedings will be beft difclofea by theln- 
fertion of the Governor of theMaJfachufets Bay's Letter, 
upon that occafion to the f Governor of Canada, Copies 
of which got abroad at the time of its being fent, I fhall 
here infert it. 


Bojlon, May 9, 1 749. 


JH; 

“ Two Days ago I received from Mr. Mafcarene a 
'• Copy of your Letter to him, dated at Qiiebec the 15th 
•< of January ; wherein (among other Demands) you call 
“ upon him to acquaint you, whether he intends to com- 
*• prehend the jibenaqui Indians in the Peace, without 
“ requiring any kind of SubmiHiqn from them; and de- 
" fire that in luch cafe he would engage me to let them 
refettle in their Village, and their Miflionaries remain 
“ there with them unmolefted,as they did before the War; 
“ obferving to him that thofc Indians entered into the 
“ War, only as your Allies, and therefore when theWar 

“ was 


The Earl of Halifax. 


f Marquis la Galliffor.ierc. 








C 77 3 

“ was finiflied with you, it ought to be fo with regard to 
“ them; and you proceed to fay,Sir, that if they thought 
" otherwife in New England, you fliall be obliged to 
" affift thofe/m//'<mf,intimating that it is of Importance to 
“ the Safety and Tranquillity of the Frontiers of the 
" Maffachufets Bay, that you Ihould have a fpeedy and 
“ pofitive Anfwer, and that you ftiall not be furprized, 
“ if the Indians Ihould proceed to Afts of Violence. 

“ To this. Sir, which is the fourth Demand in your 
“ Letter, Mr. Mafcarene having referred you to me 
“ upon it, I fhall comply with your Requeft in giving 
“ as fpeedy and pofitive an Anfwer as may be. 

“ The River of St. John's, upon which that Part of 
“ the Indians, to which you chiefly refer, is feated, 
“ has been ever deemed to be fituated within theHeart 
“ of Nova Scotia, and confequently that Tribe of 
“ Indians, together with the French Inhabitants upon 
“ the fame River, are within his Majefty’s Territories; 
“ and accordingly, Sir, the latter have acknowledged 
“ themfelves ever fince the Treaty of Utrecht, to be 
“ the Subjefts of the Crown of Great Britain lay tak- 
“ ing the Oaths of Fidelity and Allegiance to it ; and 
“ have had the Protection of his Majefty’s Government 
“ in common with his other Subjects in that Province : 

This being the cafe, thefe Indians when the Advice 
“ of a Rupture between his Majefty and theKing your 
" Mafter was hourly expefted, under the Pretext of 
" fending a Deputation to Mr. Mafcarene, to defire 
“ they might remain in Peace and Amity with the 
“ i?/j£/// 0 ,notwithftanding War fhould happen between 
“ the two Crowns, gained Admiffton into Annapolis 
“ Royal for fome of their Tribe, who were in reality 
u ( as it afterwards proved) Spies ; and having obtained 
“ Mr. Mafcarene ’s Agreement to what they pretended 

to propofe in behalf of their Tribe, and being hon- 
“ ourably treated and difinifled by him, retunned in 
“ three Weeks after, among others of their Tribe with 

“ the 
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" the Miflionary T>e Loutre at their Head, furprized 
« and killed as many of th eEngliJb at Annapolis Roy - 
" al, as they caught without the Fort, deftroyed their 
« Cattle, burnt their Houfes, and continued Ads of 
« Hoftility againft the Garrifon, till the arrival of the 
« firft Party of Succours which I fent it from New- 
« England-, fuchwas the Entrance of thefe Indians, 
« Sirf into the War with us, and their Alliance with 
** you. 

<‘ por this perfidious Behaviour I caufed War to be 
« declared in his Majefty’sName againft them at Bojlon 
•• in November 1744, and, fo far as it depends upon 
“ me, they fhall not be admitted'to Terms of I eace 
“ till they have made a proper- Submiffion for their 
« Treachery, unlefs they fliould be already cotnpre- 
« hended in the Definitive Treaty of Peace andFricnd- 
€t Ihip lately concluded at *Atx la Chafelle, which I 
“ fhall on my Part ftri&ly obferve in every Point. 

« As to what you have thought fit to declare, Sir, in 
•• your Letter concerning yourlntentions to fupport the 
« Indians in Afts of Hoftility againft us, unlefs we 
“ give thent Peace upon theTerms there prefcribed by 
«« you, and the Danger which theFrontiers of the Maf- 
“ fachufetts Bay in particular may be in, unlefs you 
« have a fpeedy and pofitive Anfwer upon this head ; 
*• what I have to fay in Anfwer is, that 1 fhall be forry 
« for a new Rupture between us, and am very defirous 
“ to have perfeft Tranquillity reftored to the Province 
“ under my Government; but if the latter is not to be 
« the Cafe, and you think fit to make yourfelf aParty 
“ in an IndianWar againft us ; I doubt not but his Ma- 

jefty’s Subjeds upon this Continent will be able to 
il make juft Reprifals upon Canada, when it fhall be 
“ his Majefty’s Pleafure to have them do it. 

“ X can’t avoid exprefling great Surprize at the other 
“ Parts of your Letter, whereby you take upon you to 
4 “ call 
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“ call Mr. Mafcarene to account for expelling the Mif- 
“ {ionary from Minas, for being guilty of fuch treafo- 
« nable Pra&ices within his Majefty’s Government, as 
“ merited a much feverer Punifhment than that of Ex- 
“ pulfion from the Province. 

" The Right, you claim of fending Miffionaries from 
“ France to refidc among his Majefty’s Subje&s of Nova 
“ Scotia as their Priefts, and in confequence of that your 
“ forbidding his Majefty’s Governor to make any Alte- 
“ ration in the State of Religion and its Minifters there 
“ is {till more extraordinary ; and I muft not omit upon 
« this Occafion to remark to you, that I think the Letter 
" which theBifliop of Quebec lately wrote to Mr. Mafia - 
< c rene concerning his intended Visitation of his Majefty’s 
« Subjects in that Government, in fuch terms, as fhew’d, 
« he looks upon them as part of his Cure of Souls, and 
« within his Jurifdi&ion, was likewife an extraordinary 
“ Attempt, and can’t be admitted. 

" Your interfering in his Majefty’s Punifhment of his 
“ Subje&s in Nova Scotia inflifted for rebellious and 
“ treafonable Praftices againft his Crown, and his requir- 
“ ing others of them to renew their Oaths of Fidelity ; 
“ and in oneWord, your treating theSubjefts oftheCrown 
« of Great Britain in that Province, as if you look’d 
«• upon them as Subjefts of his moft Chriftian Majefty, 
“ and being under his Allegiance, is, if pofTible, ftiil 
« more furprizing ; and as thefe Attempts are manifeft: 

Invafions of the undoubted Right, which every Prince 
“ has over his Subje&s, I cant’t but look upon them as 
« Infults upon his Majefty’s Government, which require 
“ no further Anfwer. 

“ After thefe Attempts, Sir, upon his Majefty’s Right 
“ of Government over hisSubje&s in Nova Scotia, I am 
*• lefs furprized at your Encroachments upon the Limits 
“ of hisProvince,which you are pleafed to call in yourLet- 
“ ter Dependencies of the Government of Canada. 
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“ As to your Demand for the Releafe of the two In¬ 
dians carry’d off by Captain Gorham, I can’t allow. 
Sir, that you have a Right to interpofe in that Affair, 
and Mr. Gorham has fatisfy’d me that he committed 
no Breach of public Faith in doing it. 

** I can’t conclude without making ufe of this Op¬ 
portunity to acquaint you, that we look on Fort St. 
Frederick at Crown Point, as an Encroachment on 
his Majefty’sTerritories; and in cafe you proceed to 
fettle the Country round it, I fhall efteem thofe Set¬ 
tlements fo too, unlefs that Tra&has been ceded to 
you by the late definitive Treaty at Aix laChapelle. 

“ I am forry, Sir, that the firft Fruits of the Peace 
on your Part have fo unpromifing anAfpeft ; and beg 
you will be perfuaded that nothing fhall be wanting 
in me to preferve the good underftanding, which 
ought to fubfift between us in time of Peace, having 
the Honour to be with the moft perfect Regard, 

“ Sir, 

“ Tour moft humble, and 

“ Moft obedient Servant .” 


FINIS. 
































